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A REPORT ON BISHOP ABRAHAM YELNHIAL’S  PASTORAL VISITS on 19th -24th DECEMBER 2011
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]BISHOP ABRAHAM YEL NHIAL’S CHRISTMAS AND PASTORALS VISIT TO MILITARY CAMPS 3rd DIVISION AND CONTENTIONS AREAS.
          1.    MILITARY BARRACK 3rd DIVISION.
Northern Bhar el Ghazal State is one of the South Sudan 10 States which borders Northern Sudan and people of NBG State are always in fear state that Arabs from North Sudan attack civilians mostly at borders.
The Major General Santino Deng Wol through the leadership of chaplaincy in the 3rd Division of Northern Bhar el Ghazal State officially invited the Rt. Rev Abraham Yel Nhial for Prayer visit to all contentions areas and to pray for soldiers, their families, and encourage them especially those at contention areas to be strong in their faith and join other Christians to celebrate the birth of Christ (Christmas).  The Bishop of Aweil Diocese Rt. Rev. Abraham Yel began prayer visit on 19th -24TH December 2011. 
 
 
 




Bishop Abraham, Canon Angelo YuetAgwer and Military officers seated in front of the military parade and standing behind the Bishop are military officials also 20th December 2011.
The Bishop with his team spent night in 3rd Division barrack, the Headquarter of SPLA 3nd division and in the morning he was invited to the massive military parade to talk to soldiers at parade. He was happily received by soldiers at parade grounds with military songs with untellable joy and applauder handclaps. “MY thanks goes to Major General Santino Deng Wol and other military commands who organized and invited me through the leadership of Chaplaincy, what you do here at 3rdDivision sometimes challenges us as church leaders, I visited you last year I remember you were the first people I paid visit soon after my enthronement as the first Bishop of Aweil Diocese. I feel honored and privileged to be invited by Major General Santino Deng Wol through Chaplains. My message is just to visit you, see where you sleep, pray with you in the bush and to encourage you as we are approaching the birth our Lord Jesus Christ to celebrate your Christmas without fears and worries.
We are friends even the churches in Aweil town most of them were planted by soldiers, that is by Join Integrated Unit(JIU) your continuous chaplaincy ministry do challenges our faith and we feel part of you always and that is why we never fail your invitation” I and my clergy always make sure Wun-yiik Archdeaconry is part of us and included in our Diocesan plans and all we do we must always include 3rd Division and Archdeaconry at the same time. We have 11 archdeaconries and 3rd Division is one of 11 Archdeaconries. God will make you successful in all that you do, God call and brought you from various states of South Sudan to evangelize Northern Bhar el Ghazal State and become missionaries to NBG State /Aweil Diocese
I want to encourage you (Soldiers) it’s only God’s word that can transform our lives and ways of our former lives. Bishop read Jeremiah 29:11-13 messages of hope, give us future and God’s plan for us as South Sudanese, not for bad but for welfare. South Sudan has been mentioned in Old Testament God love the people of South Sudan and God love soldiers those who have made it and those who have not made it to see this bright day God love them all, even our late Dr.JohnGarang de Mabior who has not seen the independence of our Country 9th July 2011 God love him too because he has protected him all those dark years and struggles of wars.  One thing we have known God working in us is that when SPLA fought the war for 21 year, SPLA was not well equipped militarily or you had very small weapons you have but God stood with you, our enemy would have crushed South Sudan. God through his unfailing Love continued with us in the bush. God has brought us all the way to see this day so it’s our responsibility to turn back to God  and respond with thanksgivings for all that He has done for us, people of South Sudan. God has seen and heard our cries and petition during those decades of wars so we must not forget God’s continuous love for people of South Sudan.
 
 
 
3rd Division military commands standing ready to listen to Bishop Abraham Nhial, 20th December 2011, Photo by.Rev.J.Mamer
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop encouraging soldiers in 3rd Division at parade to celebrate their Christmas without worries and fears. 20th December 2011, 3rd Division.
 
 
 

Bishop Abraham and Canon Yuet Agwer plus chaplains and Military officials leaving the military parade in Kiirkou, Followed by maching Christians soldiers singing and beating drums with joy, Photo by Rev.J.Mamer
 



Kiir Majakwuoi contention border, Photo by: Rev.J.Mamer
 
 
 
 
 
          2.         Kiirkou Contention area



This is Kiirkou (Kiir Majakwuoi Bridge) these grass-thatched houses appeared in the photo are for soldiers, this place is only inhabited by soldiers’ only. Photo by: Rev.J. Mamer
We proceeded to Kiir-Kou which is one of the contention areas, we were also warmly received by Military commands there with prayers, Christmas songs mixed with military songs were joyously sung. 
The soldiers paraded for bishop’s talk, “you are here at Kiirkou for a purpose to maintain peace that we have achieved after a prolonged civil war in which we have lost millions of lives”. Now it’s still our duty to protect and maintain peace so that our civilians enjoy it, we do pray tirelessly for God to maintain this peace to be a lasting peace. We have witnessed how our people embraced peace so we must continue working hard for its maintenance and this will not happen without God’s help. 
We are here to encourage and to show you that what you do here as chaplain is not for you alone but for South Sudanese who know your military work. You must do your work as soldiers but do not abandon your Christian virtues and values. God uses people differently with different purposes, therefore, he has brought you here to protect his people and hence we shall pray for his divine protection upon you all here at contention areas
God also protects those who know and love him always. In the Book of Acts in the Bible Acts 10:1-5 ff Cornelius   was  an officer  in the army he could prayed and asked God’s directions and God listened to his prayers. He diligently served God and humanity and God hears his prayers.
 
Bishop encouraged soldiers at Kiirkou since you have already constructed your church here and your pastor is also here with you, always go to the  church attend  Sunday  prayers and God will bless you all despites fears you have in this place. Something amazed us in all contention areas we visited, soldiers have constructed grass-thatched churches, and each and every military location has either one chaplain or more chaplains who conduct prayers and teach them word of God in the military camps.
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This is Kiirkou Military Church. Photo by: Rev.J.Mamer 20th December 2011
 
3. WAR –AYEN MILITARY DIVISION
After the military parade the Bishop immediately left for Goknhom with his team plus military convoy.  Lt.Col. KawacKawac who is the head of military police in 3rd Division accompanied the Bishop and his team.
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This is War-ayen, (War- mean where water (s) gathered)Capt and evangelist Anthony (Standing) introducing Bishop and his team before Bishop speaks to the military parade.211s  December 2011.Photo by: Rev.J.Mamer
We arrived to War Ayen and warmly received by Col,   AropUjulo Deng with Christian’s soldiers and community members who were informed about Bishop’s pastoral visit and tour so they also joined us in prayers as well. Bishop Nhial prayed with them and encouraged them that what you do here in the bush is not for you alone but God has brought you here for a purpose to protect civilians and land our, country, this is a great loyalty and patriotic citizens can do to his/her people. You have fought for the last 21 years and now we have peace, God has given you duty to protect and uphold this peace.
At our departure Captain Anthony Gordon Ubuola who is also an evangelist in the chaplaincy 3rd Division and Cdr. James Riak Ruach gave us other more military convoy led by our evangelist; Captain Anthony to accompanied us from War-ayen to Warguet military barrack this is to make sure that we arrive to Warguet safely because the whole area was not secure there are fears from Arabs in the North Sudan.
But before Warguet we found small group of soldiers being relocated in the bush between Warayen and Warguet.
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This soldier is carrying long poles to construct his tukul- traditional house Photo by.Rev.J.Mamer
 
The soldiers are just been deployed and had no shelters at Yiith Pabuol village. Bishop Abraham and his team also prayed at YiithPabuol military out-post and encouraged them though in the bush God will protect them and nothing will harm you.
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We are now on our way to Warguet, we just stopped to take some photos, and this bushy forest and the journey took us two hour to cross. These military cars were donated by Major General Santino Deng Wol. We were also thirsty (midst day) and little bit tired for this rough road
Photo by Rev.J.Mamer
 
4. Warguet contention area
 We arrived to Warguet around 12:40 pm date 21 December 2011.We were received by Lt.Col Gabriel Door and Bishop immediately gave prayers and word of encouragement to soldiers, “God uses human being to deliver his people from bondage of slavery, Moses was used by God to deliver children of Israel from slavery in Egypt, he also used Joseph to help his chosen children in Egypt. We are God’s chosen nation and our nation has been mentioned in the Bible Isaiah chapter 18:1- 17.This shows that even the war we have had has been mentioned in the Bible, God uses you to protect and help his people including yourself.”Bishop Said.
Gabriel Door commented to Bishop’s speech and said “Bishop you must be very courageous and brave  Bishop, this place is a very dangerous  and fearful place even those who have heavy machines hardly  come here, those who send us to station do not come here because its is a dangerous place only for soldiers”  Door said. But you are just simple servant of God decided to visit us, this area in history has never been visited by a Bishop, it’s a historic event today that you visited us in this bus it is  blessing today we shall sleep” Col Gabriel Door said.
Bishop also said to him that without these military forces here at Warguet and elsewhere, We in Aweil Diocese we may not also sleep but because you are here, we sleep not being worried.
Col. Gabriel Door told Bishop that “By God will you will not find us here at Warguet but in a Babanusa or Merem when you visit us next time these are areas beyond Warguet, which formerly belong South Sudan but taken by Northern Sudan.




This is Warguet, this soldier holding Bishop’s hand is very excited to see Bishop in Warguet.21 December 2011. Most of the soldiers did not turn up for prayers due to the nature and situation of the area-Warguet. Photo by Rev.J.Mamer
 
We proceed to Rumaker where Bishop and his team encouraged and prayed for soldiers there and continued to Warlang and we spent night in the morning Bishop Abraham talked at military parade at Warlang. He again, encourages them that God is on their side and they should not be overwhelmed with fears or worries. After Bishop’s talk we precede to Jaach met and prayed to the soldiers and the community (church). 
Now we continued our tour from Jaach to Gokmachar HQRs. We wanted to go to KiirAdem on 22 December but we arrived to Gokmachar late and Brigadier Malual Monyluak who is the leader of Division 17 in Gokmachar told us it is not safe to travel at night. We spent night at Gokmachar Military barrack and early in the morning we left to KiirAdem which is one of dangerous contention. 
We were warmly received by Christians soldiers who shown their joy and happiness through mixed dances and praising God for they have seen Bishop Abraham for first time. This area has never been visit by a Bishop before they told us.
Bishop Yel prayed and encouraged them though they are at dangerous contention God’s divine protection shall follow over you. Bishop told them the purpose of our visit is to encourage and reminded you about the upcoming Christmas celebration the first Christmas in new nation of South Sudan. We all need to celebrate together because we will give our thanks to God, so don’t be carried away by fears and worries; God is with and cares about us. God is our protector.
 
 
          1.         KiirAdem contention area, 23rd December 2011.
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This is KiirAdem Bridge, (The Most contention area) though it was very dangerous place; Bishop Abraham is now crossing the Bridge towards North Sudan to have a look on the other side where Arabs are, 23rd December 2011.
Photo by Rev.J.Mamer
 
 
 
This is KiirAdem Bridge still (The Most contention area), 23rd December 2011 North Sudanese bring goods and South Sudanese buy them at the border, take them to Aweil town. But the tension here is very high even though the business is taking place. We were not able to take some photos as it may provoke the Arabs, Photo by Rev.J.Mamer.
As a result of prayers and encouragement received from Bishop and his team, Brigadier John requested Bishop Abraham to pray for underground holes which are dug by the soldiers for hiding when watching and any time fight erupted and Bishop offered prayers and here below is the Bishop with the soldiers praying with him.
 


 
Bishop Abraham praying in KiirAdemfor the holes dug by soldiers for hiding in case of any bombardment by Sudan Government on 23rd December 2011 Photo by Rev .J .Mamer
 
 
Also Brigadier John out of his happiness and appreciation he donated big Hall to be used as a military church in KiirAdem, after the Bishop and his team pronounced a peaceful celebration at KiirAdem. It wasdedicatedandprayed for by bishop and here is the picture of the Church’s photo at KiirAdem below. Brigadier John also promised to work closely with Chaplain Church at KiirAdem and help them logistically. We all were happy and amaze the work God is doing in the ministry of chaplaincy in Northern Bhar el Ghazal State and Diocese of Aweil. God is working!
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Standing right hand of Bishop is Brigadier John and left hand of Bishop is Col. Wieu Pal, photo by Rev. J. Mamer 23rd December 2011. Our soldiers in KiirAdem will be conducting their prayers in this hall prayed for and dedicated by Bishop to be used as a church. God bless brother brigadier and Col. Wieu Pal for their work with the church of God.
Apart from fear and dangerous places the soldiers live, they face a lot of spiritual, social and physical challenges even those who read and write do not have materials they need such the items they requested.
REQUESTS
         Gideon Bible 
         Hymn books in English, Arabia, Nuer, Dinka and other languages
         School materials that they will us to teach their children and soldiers wives under trees
         Assorted pens
         Exercises books
         School for soldiers (short and refreshers of  trainings)
         Confirmationfor those adult qualify and in accordance to their church tradition.
         Mobile Hospital for soldiers and their families and the surrounding community.
         They need nutritional centre for completely malnourished children, children -look very vulnerable and malnourished and emaciated.
         Water-  issue  of clean water was a terrible in all places we visited
         Another more visits by Bishop
 
 
Achievements
         Brigadier, John Ugal donated big hall to be used as a military church here attached is the picture of the new church
         In Gokmachar, 1stLt.MaditMamurWol though look very old surrendered his life to Christ. 
Madit served in Sudan Government for 18 years and AnyanyNyany 1 (The first South Sudanese liberation movement) for 18 years and then to SPLM/A to date. He fought several fights even went to Iraq war but God save his life he narrated. The 1st Lt Madit was taken into recent fight in Abyei between  Sudan People Liberation Army/Movment (SPLA) and Sudan Army Force (SAF) where God shown him Cross of Christ (he saw the Cross while he was fighting) He ignored it but keep coming repeatedly while he was fighting. He just knew about cross only but not a Christian so when Madit was shown this Cross several occasions he decided to surrender his life to Christ but did not know where to begins but Madit being a blessed man, Bishop came to Gokmachar, and 1stLt.Madit took a courage to talk to Bishop and afterward he gave his life to Jesus Christ, Madit is taking his first lessons before he is baptized. The 1st Lt Madit also declared the cancellation of drinking habit of local breweries which he said whenever he drinks he fights people and become wild.
We left Gokmachar back to Wun-yiik where Major General Santino Deng Wol said to see Bishop off back to his headquarter, we arrived to Wunyiik late around 5pm evening and proceed to Major General who was very happy and overwhelmed with Bishop’s tour and his team. Santino Deng Wol told Bishop how Chaplaincy minister had been helping him during even those years of war. He narrated the importance of chaplaincy ministry. Here below is the photo of Bishop and Major General Santino Deng Wol.
 


 
Standing at the left hand of Bishop is Major General Santino Deng Wol with his other generals. Photo by Rev. J. Mamer 23rd December 2011
Here the Bishop briefed Major general Santino Deng Wol about chaplaincy joined team from UK and Uganda who are willing to conduct some training with officials in the military and Deng Wol gladly accepted Bishop’s proposed training for military commands. This chaplaincy team met Bishop Abraham Yel in Juba during ECS’ 9th Provincial General Synod and they expressed their willingness to join the Diocese of Aweil to train military commands in 3rd Division.
This is not all; Bishop Abraham on 24th December 2011 was invited by NBG State Prison Services police to pray for imprisoned persons in Aweil town headquarters before evening Christmas Evening celebrations. Amazingly, the prison  which was full to the brim of people, turns to be a very big church, the people who were in prison received the Word of God including even those who are not Christians, and the prisoners were full of joy and happiness even facial expression tells us. The State Prison Service Police and imprisoned members requested Bishop to send for them a pastor to minister to them in the prison which was immediately done by Bishop by sending Rev DutWel and Dhel to celebrate Christmas with prisoners and more than 300 came to church. Bishop also had a chance to pray for those who were chained inside not allowed to come out, he prays for them one by one inside, I remember some were bitter for being denied to come out to join prayers with the rests.
Please pray for the Diocese of Aweil to continue with same work to expand the Kingdom of God in Northern Bhar El Ghazal State, South and North Sudan and beyond. Also pray that the things requested by the soldiers will be provided by donors and good will people so that when the Bishop goes back to visit the soldiers next time he gives them something unless. Also we ask all of you to pray for our brother Major General Santino Deng Wol, all the leaders and all the soldiers in 3rd Division they are doing a wonderful job for us and without them our lives will be in danger. 
 
This brief report was written by Rev. Joseph MamerManot,
Coordinator of Mission and Development in the Diocese of Aweil
For more information please contact Bishop Abraham YelNhial
Bishop@aweil.anglican.org or yelnhial@gmail.com
Rev. Joseph MamerManot, 
Jmamer2003@yahoo.com
 
Finally, I want you all to know how much we appreciate your partnership, prayers and financial supportyou give us for our work in the Diocese of Aweil, your support is a blessing to us. Please know that you all are in our prayers, always. God bless you all!

Yours in Christ’s Service,
Rt. Rev. Abraham YelNhial.
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