DAC GUIDANCE NOTE: ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CHURCH BUILDINGS
Although the micro-generation of energy is not a feasible project for most churches, there are other steps that can be taken towards sustainability and the reduction of carbon emissions.

Heating

Heating is important not only for the comfort of the congregation, but for the preservation of the fabric of the building. Clearly, in historic church buildings there is little scope for substantial alterations, such as the introduction of insulation, in order to decrease the rate which heat is lost from the building. However, there are some simple measures that can prevent the overuse of heating, and thus the overuse of energy:

1) Install tamperproof thermostatic controls to prevent overheating.

2) Use a timer control to minimise overuse

3) Tailor the thermostat setting to the nature of the group using the building – active groups (such as playgroups) will require less heat than sedentary groups (such as a Sunday congregation)
Be aware that it is impossible to heat a church to the satisfaction of all who use it – some people will be too hot, while others are too cold. The best that can be done is to strike a balance between overuse of the heating and the discomfort of the congregation.   

Lighting

Lighting is one of the few areas in which immediate action can be taken. The installation of energy saving light bulbs in suitable areas can reduce energy consumption by up to 80%. Such bulbs also last much longer than standard bulbs. 

Other, longer term steps include:

1) Placing neatly printed ‘switch off’ signs by light switches

2) Fitting movement activated sensors (as in the cloister building at Dorchester) to ensure that lights are only used when they are needed

3) Using a sectional lighting system which allows sections of the system to be controlled individually. For example, with smaller congregations this would allow the front pews to be illuminated whilst the unused pews remain unlit. 

Remember that when installing or upgrading lighting, you should consult an expert and follow the usual faculty process.

Building Management

WC facilities

When installing such facilities, use taps with a spray fitting, and dual flush toilets. These help to save water. In some situations, where there is no connection to running water and main drains, a composting toilet may be a suitable solution.

Water

Connect a water butt to a down pipe to collect rain water from the roof. This can be used to water plants. 

Further measures

Make sure unused electrical appliances are turned off as a matter of course. If your church has the space, consider providing containers for collecting recyclable goods, and bicycle storage to encourage green road users. You may also wish to set up car sharing groups, or walking buses for younger children. When purchasing goods for use in the church, try to ensure they contain a high proportion of recycled material, that they can be repaired or recycled, and that they have a long operational life. 

Permission for alterations

You should be aware that all alterations to the church building that are not covered by de minimis will require the permission of the Chancellor through the usual faculty process. Contact the office of the DAC Secretary for advice on such alterations. 

Further information

The Church of England’s Shrinking the Footprint initiative (www.shrinkingthefootprint.cofe.anglican.org) has advice on how to measure the carbon footprint of your church, and how to reduce it. 
The Energy Saving Trust website (www.est.org.uk) is a useful source of information on how to use energy more efficiently

Eco-congregation (www.ecocongregation.org), describes itself as “an ecumenical programme helping churches make the link between environmental issues and Christian faith, and respond in practical action in the church, in the lives of individuals, and in the local and global community”. It has a wealth of practical information on the green management of your church, and on introducing green issues into worship (see ‘Greening the Cornerstone’ - module 7, and other resource modules: all to be found on the resources page of their website).   
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