DIOCESE OF SALISBURY

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE CARE OF CHURCHES

Guidance Notes on the Installation of Photovoltaic panels 
Before planning an installation of photovoltaic panels, an energy audit of the church is recommended. The use of this type of energy production can then be assessed as part of a wider package of measures for energy efficiency. 
Careful consideration must be given to the impact of an installation on the church building. This will be particularly important where the church is an historic, listed building.
Design and location

A scheme needs to be properly and professionally designed for the building, rather than being ‘contractor led’; input from the church’s inspecting architect or surveyor is recommended here.
 An assessment of the visibility aspect of the external installation will be important. Guidance from English Heritage about visibility and planning permission is very helpful. Please see:

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/microgeneration-in-the-historic-environment/microgeneration.pdf
Ideally, the site of the installation should not be visible from the ground or surrounding area.

A discrete and secure location should be identified for inverter equipment.

Impact on the church roof and efficiency

Consideration needs to be given to the impact of the installation on the roof structure, future access and maintenance to the roof. 
The roof structure should be assessed by a suitably qualified professional to ensure it can bear the load of the installation. The roof covering must not be compromised by fixings and the whole installation will need to be reversible.
A proper assessment of the overall efficiency of the installation will be essential, taking into account the impact of shading from nearby trees, the church tower or other structures.

Installer and warranty

Consideration needs to be given to standards of workmanship. Assurance about the experience, competency and viability of the installer is required. Only competent installers must be used. 
The installation of photovoltaics has several technical complexities which need to be managed properly. 
Photovoltaic Associations are being formed in the UK that could give some confidence as to the quality of its Membership. Installations should be carried out by contractors who have micro-generation scheme accreditation for easy access to grant funding, together with guarantees on performance and manufacturing quality - see http://www.microgenerationcertification.org/. 
Good references will be important and a sensible warranty will be essential. The warranty needs to be as long as possible, certainly in excess of any payback period. 
Maintenance of the installation

 Regular inspection and maintenance of the installation by a suitably qualified engineer will be required. Occasional cleaning of the panels is also necessary to ensure that performance does not drop off due to a general dirt layer.
Insurance and fire risk 

The views of the church insurers and the local fire brigade about the installation need to be obtained when planning a scheme.

Permissions

Faculty permission will be needed for an installation, and local authority planning permission is likely to be a required. 

 It is recommended that DAC ‘informal advice’ is sought about proposals before faculty is applied for.

A Statement of Significance and a Statement of Need will be needed with the faculty, together with fully detailed proposals (see above). An electrical wiring specification must also to be included with the application – please see DAC Guidance for Electrical Installation and Maintenance (May 2011).
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