DIOCESE OF SALISBURY

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE CARE OF CHURCHES

SEATING AND FLOORING 

The DAC offers the following guidance to parishes to assist them in their decision-making as they seek to respond appropriately to contemporary mission demands upon their building. It also aims to share the underlying principles from which the DAC works in respect of seating and flooring, which have developed from the DAC’s experience over many years.
You are strongly encouraged to read the following Church Care websites alongside this guidance note since they provide the wider context in which this guidance note is written. 
Seating in Churches http://www.churchcare.co.uk/contents.php?DX 
Church Floors and Floor Coverings, http://www.churchcare.co.uk/contents.php?DJ , 
Acoustics and Church Music available from the Institute of British Organ Building at http://www.ibo.co.uk/IBO2005/publications/infoSheet/infoLeaflet.htm 

This guidance reminds applicants that they must prepare and provide a Statement of Need to make clear the reasons for the proposed changes and, if the character of the building is adversely affected, to make strong justifications for the proposal. This is fundamental to the process. 
Seating

In principle the DAC will not “object” to pews being removed, as long as the need is clear. It is important to research the provenance and history of pews; if they are significant in some way the case for their removal will need to be stronger. As far as replacement/new seating is concerned:

· New seating should be decent, well made, long lasting and suitable for church use

· Wooden seated chairs or benches are preferred over upholstered chairs. Although sometimes more expensive initially, wooden seats/benches are more cost effective in the long term and demonstrate greater responsibility towards future generations.

· Seating will be a significant cost, and adequate provisional sums should be allowed for when costing a scheme.  

· The DAC’s concern about upholstered seating is that fabric absorbs moisture, collects dust, can stain, fades, tears, frays and is not as durable as wooden seating. Upholstered seating rarely works as sympathetically with the architecture as wooden. 
· Upholstered seating will absorb sound and may adversely affects acoustics

· Storage, stackability, movement, health and safety are key issues to consider.  An efficient stacking system can allow up to 40 wooden seated chairs to be stacked within the height of 4 ft.  Upholstered chairs need greater stacking space and damage is more likely if frequent moving for reasons of flexibility is expected.
· Folding chairs are often not that comfortable or of good, durable quality

· When partial re-ordering is proposed, chairs or benches should complement existing seating
· The Secretary can suggest possible manufacturers of wooden benches and stackable chairs.

Carpeting

The DAC recognises the need for our church buildings to be as welcoming and as warm as possible;  also that some re-orderings may have a provisional aspect to them and therefore there will be a reluctance to spend more money than is necessary. Alongside this, the DAC wishes to draw attention to the fact that significant use of carpeting can have unexpected acoustic consequences.  Acoustics vitally affect the way in which a congregation experiences both worship and music.  Every surface will absorb sound but some to a greater extent than others. Carpet has a high absorption rate and can have a serious and adverse affect on acoustics.  Reverberation may be reduced, affecting the audibility and quality of speech, the quality of congregational singing and the sound of the organ. For these reasons the DAC prefers the use of hard floor surfaces and looks for a strong justification for the use of carpeting. Points to note:

· It is a common misconception that heat is retained by carpeting

· The distance of absorbent surfaces from the sound source will affect acoustics

· A well-constructed nave dais is best made of stone or solid materials. Unless very well made, timber platforms can be hollow sounding and are therefore often carpeted to deaden the footfall but this can inadvertently deaden the acoustic at the same time. 

· The church architect or surveyor will be able to advise on flooring materials

· Removal of pews will often reveal a bad floor and adequate provisional sums must be allowed for decent replacement in costings for a scheme

· If carpeting is to be used it is must not be rubber backed because of moisture issues. Wool carpets or natural materials like sisal or seagrass should be used in unobtrusive colours
· If carpeting is combined with underfloor heating then advice should be sort from a heating consultant (the DAC can help) about the tog rating of the carpet.
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