News letter: My Life and Christian Journey
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Introduction

Brothers and sisters may the grace of God and His Love shower upon your lives. This news letter is all about my life and my vision for the people of Kajo-Keji and of South Sudan in general. God has shown to me when I was serving in the Diocese of Kajo-Keji as Diocesan Secretary and it grows in my studies in All Nations Christian College in United Kingdom. I am married to Cicilia Namugi and God has blessed us with three children: Godwill Gwolo-8yrs 10months, Luka Lukaja-3yrs and 5 months, and Anne Juwan less than a month, two orphaned nephews Emmanuel Gwangwa 17yrs, Nelson Gwolo13yrs.
My Life and Christian Journey
I was born among the girls and the fourth child of my parents Elisama Modi and Lois Konga. Both of them became born again in the early seventies and enrolled as members of revival movement. As the only boy among the girls my sisters wished me to marry two wives if I grow to enlarge the family - this is typical of African thinking. But my mother said ‘This son, I have given to God because God is with me’ and she gave me the name Emmanuel.
I was brought up in Sunday school life and, at the age of 15, I was appointed to teach Sunday school pupils. From 1987 to 90, I became a secretary of young Christian student during my senior secondary school studies. In 1990 I received Christ as my personal saviour and was enrolled to Bishop Gwynne Theological College for pastoral training. It was at this point that I realised the prophetic fulfilment of what my mother had said when I was 8 years old. After graduation I was ordained to pastoral office in 1995 and worked in the Kuku displaced Church (Goshen Church) and also worked as Development coordinator in Kajo-Keji Diocese liaison office in Juba serving the displaced people until the time I left to Kenya for my BA studies in Pan African Christian College (PACC). I Worked in Canon Benaiah Pogo College (CBPC) as a dean of studies for one academic year after completing my studies at PACC. From 2005 – 2010 I served the Diocese of Kajo-Keji as Diocesan Secretary.
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My personal Vision and Mission 
What motivates me to work as a full time employee with no salary but only an incentive payment, living from hand to mouth yet with a family and even an extended family? It is not an easy road but it is by the grace of God. The Lord has encouraged me and my wife Cicilia who has been of great motivation to me in the ministry, with this vision and mission statement:
Vision: Lord, I would like to see a community that grows holistically - that is

 Spiritually and economically

Mission: Lord, I exist to excel in the works of God’s kingdom and to do God’s 
             Will. Through offering my self as a living sacrifice to dedicate to your 

             Service and serve your people in all places where ever you lead me.

This has been the great motivating factor in my life and my family in the service of God and people in an area such as Southern Sudan. They are down trodden with no money but loving people and the land is very beautiful.  
My work after accomplishing my studies in All Nation Christian College
The Bishop of the Diocese will decide on my role after I have finished my studies in All Nation Christian College. Since I had been working with the Canon Benaiah Pogo College (CBPC) before I was elected to the office of Diocesan Secretary, I do believe that after my studies I will go back and teach in the college. I will also be helping the Parishes in development programmes in order for them to become self reliant using the resources God has given to them. The people of Kajo Keji are subsistence farmers they sustain their living through farming. I am not an agriculturalist but as a development practitioner, I will encourage the people of Kajo Keji and of South Sudan to develop holistically. This could be possible through professionals in the relevant field to advice on how they can improve their methods of farming. 

My objective for studying development is to promote self reliance among the people of South Sudan and in particular Kajo-Keji that they may fight poverty in South Sudan, the common giant enemy. The war is over but our common enemy is now poverty. How are we going to do this? 
1. I will carry out feasibility studies in the whole Diocese / County of Kajo-Keji

2. Enable the people to identify their problems
3. Enable them to suggest possible solutions

4. Work with the people for the way out of poverty, or reduce the problem

Prayer Items:
1. Pray that the Lord will provide us as a family for our needs and school progress of our       children and the orphans living with us in the family. 

2. I have a plan of relocating my family from Uganda to Sudan next year.

3. Pray for my travel to visit the family in the Easter holiday and my research program.
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