	Theme

	Amazing Grace – song link- popular in Victorian times

Year 4 / 5 / 6

This unit could be  a standalone section of work but would also be suitable as the substantive RE element of a cross curricular theme of work on e.g. : Slavery, Victorians or sound and music

Prominent  Christians – John Newton, – lead on to more modern Christians
by Isla Ferguson, St Nicholas School

	Key Questions for RE
	How have Christians made a difference in the world?

What is the role of music in religious identity?

How are Christians making a difference to the world now?

Are there singer/songwriters in other religions who are using their art for their religion?

	Six areas of enquiry (conceptual strands) 

(a to f at least two ) 

	Skills and attitudes can be taken from the key RE skills and attitudes on page and from approaches such as: Personal Learning and Thinking skills (PLTS) , SEAL , RRS (Rights Respecting Schools ) Critical Thinking as appropriate to your school’s curriculum context 

C Forms of expression – music in worship, music to convey a Christian message, music used to convey a Muslim message

D Identity and belonging – How have Christians made a difference to the world in the past 

Music Curriculum KS2: a range of live and recorded music from different times and cultures

	Skills and  Attitudes 

From the syllabus list and more generic i.e. ICT 

We want pupils to develop these skills and attitudes. 


	Skills :
Investigation(
Expression(
Interpretation

Reflection (
Empathy(
Synthesis( 

Evaluation(
	Attitudes :
Curiosity, appreciation and wonder(
Respect(
Open-mindedness and questioning(
Self-awareness(


	Leveled learning outcomes taken from

I can statements 
	Strand C 

Level 3: use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs 
Level 4 : express religious beliefs (ideas, feelings, etc) in a range of styles and words used by believers and suggest what they mean
	Strand D
Level 3 : compare some of the things that influence me with those that influence other people
Level 4: ask questions about who we are and where we belong, and suggest answers which refer to people who have inspired and influenced myself and others  

	Teaching and learning activities
	And we have devised these engaging teaching and learning activities to enable pupils to explore the question and achieve the outcomes . . . 

For this unit of work The three E’s approach to using Music in RE (REThinking21 Stapleford centre) has been used. 

· Explore: The meaning and significance of the music: What is the music trying to say? 

· Engage: Community of Enquiry/Questions to explore/Research: What is the cultural background here? Why this style, these instruments? How does this compare to other religious music? 

· Express: Make a creative response to the music used. Chose music that has similar meaning for them
Background knowledge

Hymn singing introduced in Victorian times

Explore 

· Play Amazing Grace, (select a range from itunes )
· Hymn books – children to research the date of writing of hymns and produce a bar chart/line graph. Most hymns introduced in Victorian times.

· Look at some of the best known: Have you heard them? Have your parents heard them? Have your grandparents heard them? A list of the nation’s top ten can be found at http://www.bbc.co.uk/songsofpraise/factsheets/20070708.html Add to this Amazing Grace
(Homework activity; home-school link; community/parish link, could be done as a survey in church
What would be the ( village name)  top ten
· Research the life of John Newton. Children to work in groups to produce a presentation on John Newton for assembly. Aspects to consider:

· Dates, press gangs, slavery (triangular trade), storm at sea and sailing ships, conversion calling out to god, William Cowper, Wilberforce, abolitionism,  facts about the hymn. Groups could choose how to present their section: speaking, painting, powerpoint, drama

(Recent film Amazing Grace could be used with discretion http://www.amazinggracemovie.com/
Engage (Investigation) :

Consider the effect of the hymn. What is the message of the lyrics? Is it accessible to today’s listeners? What is the effect of different musical styles? What might believers want to be achieved by music? Contemplation, reflection, inspiration? Can they suggest musical styles/instruments to use for different effects?

Listen to different versions.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xQFYWXPrxs&feature=related
How has the hymn inspired people at different times in History?: American Civil War, 9/11, Civil rights in America, Nelson Mandela, Amazing grace on Xfactor!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z5N1UDhx4o
This is an example of a popular Victorian hymn which is still used today. Are there modern singer/songwriters/musicians who are writing their music for a religious purpose? Look at work by those two artists.

Tim Hughes (Christian) , Zain Bikhra (Islamic)  
Expression: Listen to the Song ‘You have shown us’ By Martin Smith based on the passage Micah 1O and look t website http://www.micahchallenge.org/ http://www.micahchallenge.org/
Here Christians are using modern worship songs as part of a campaign to try and end poverty. 

· Express: Make a creative response to the music used. Chose music that you feel would be suitable as song for this year’s Comic Relief/ Christian Aid/ Islamic Aid any suitable anti poverty fund raiser. Explain why you chose that song and storyboard a fund raising video to go with the song.  

	
	

















