	Theme
	School theme . . . ‘Message in a bottle’ Sending a message; communication 
RE theme ‘The people walking in darkness have seen a great light’ 

	Key Questions for RE
	Raises these important questions . . .
How do Christians believe God has communicated with them? 
What are some of the key messages he has sent them? 
How Do Christians remember these messages? ( Advent Christmas) 
How do Christians believe God speaks to them today?  

	Six areas of enquiry (conceptual strands) 

(a to f at least two ) 

	Strand A: Beliefs teachings and sources: The Annunciation ( Advent) and Incarnation (Christmas)  Prophecy, Angels, and Jesus ( Revelation) 
Strand B Practices and Ways of Life: What do Christians celebrate at Christmas? (KS1)

What do Christian do to celebrate Advent? (KS2)
Why is Prayer and Bible reading important to Christians?  
Stand C; Language and Communication: Christingle, Symbolism of Angels. 

Strand E; Meaning purpose and truth: Asking questions about Jesus Does God speak to Christians today? And if so how? 

Stand F ;Values and commitments: Hope Giving thanks 
Content may  been taken from more than one religious tradition 
Comparison with Angels in Islam (KS2)

	Skills and  Attitudes 

From the syllabus list and more generic i.e. ICT 


	Skills and attitudes can be taken from the key RE skills and attitudes on page and from approaches such as: Personal Learning and Thinking skills (PLTS) , SEAL , RRS (Rights Respecting Schools ) Critical Thinking as appropriate to your school’s curriculum context 
We want pupils to develop these skills and attitudes. .



	Levelled learning outcomes taken from

I can statements 
	Specifically we want them to be able to . . . 



	Teaching and learning activities
	And we have devised these engaging teaching and learning activities to enable pupils to explore the question and achieve the outcomes . . .

Eg. P4C, TASC Wheel, Mantle of the Expert, Etc Etc  

Engagement; 
Ks1: Godly Play/ Bible Story bags 
Use the Godly play script on Advent or the coming of the King in Bible storybags (Margret Cooling BRF) 
Think about the story from Mary’s point of view 
Ks2 MESSAGES OF HOPE 
Have a number of messages of hope from the bible in envelopes, Emails face book messages. 

I.e. ‘The people walking in darkness have seen a great light and on those living in the shadow of death a light has dawned’ 

‘Do not be afraid Mary you have found favour with God’ 

‘Do not be afraid Zechariah your prayer has been heard’

‘I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people’ 

I wonder what  you think these messages mean? How do you think those receiving the message felt? What do you think they did on receiving these messages? How would you have reacted? 
Investigation
Bob Hartman ‘Angels Angels all around’. This is now out of print but you may find it on ebay etc, Most of the stories are now in Bob Hartman Telling the Gospel. 
Listen to the story of the Annunciation. The version in The Book of Books’ Trevor Dennis is good for KS2 The version in the Lion Storyteller Bible is good for KS1  
Person given the message
Where to find it

What happened 

What was the key message? 

How was the message delivered? 

Isaiah 

Isaiah 9

Zechariah 

Luke 1 verse 8-20

Mary 

Luke 1 26-38

Joseph 
Matthew1 18-25
Shepherds 
Luke 2 8-15
Wise men 
Matthew 2 9-12
What ways is God communicating with his people? 
What is the message he is sending?  JESUS is the light of world, the Hope of all the nations etc 
Design a Christmas card that puts across this Christian message of hope

Design a car, Banner, TV ad etc to send this message today. 

How do Christians remember this message today? Advent, Christingle as well as Christmas. Look at The Carol Service. 

Listen to Carols ie O come o come Emmanuel 

KS2; Find out about the Service of Christingle, invite the Vicar in to explain it etc Make Christingles 

Evaluation: Angels 
Look at some images of Angels, ask questions 

What can you see in this picture? 

How would you describe the mood of the picture? 

I wonder would you respond to an angel like this?
Angel Kenning 

 KS2 Listen to the story of an Angel appearing to Muhammad compare and contrast to the Angels in the Bible 

Do Angels still appear today? This is a question that pupils will inevitably ask; many will be aware of and indeed believe in concept of Guardian angels. Encourage open, respectful discussion and evaluative response based on emergent reasoning.  
KS1 AT 2 Evaluation 

What’s the best way to remember the message the Angels brought? 

What do you like best about the Nativity service? 

Do you think schools should always do Nativity services? 
How do Christians believe God speaks to them today? Bible and Prayer 
Ks1 Invite a speaker from the local Christian community to talk about their Bible and about prayer.  
Look at how artefacts like Bibles, Rosaries, Bible study guides even Bible Phone apps are used by Christians today 
For KS2

http://www.request.org.uk/unpacked/christian/prayer/prayer.htm
This link from the REQuest site is a good starting point on prayer 
This one good for the Bible 

http://www.request.org.uk/unpacked/christian/bible/bible.htm
Expressing
People walking in darkness there is hope! 
I wonder how would you send a message of hope to people today?  
I wonder what would that message be? Who would you send it too? 
Songs of Hope? 

Display: Produce a wall of hope with messages to give people hope. This could be messages pupils might want to send to others situations 

or it could be anonymous messages of hope to those in the school. Ie if you are struggling with Maths there is hope if...

If you don’t have many friends there is hope if...


Expressing our own beliefs and values 








Evaluating questions of religion and belief  








Investigating questions of religion and belief








Engaging with questions of religion and belief 

















