	Theme
	This theme: Out at Sea KS1 
Esther Culy The Dunbury School 

	
	Raises these important questions . . .
1) Why did Jesus perform miracles?
2) Why is water special? (Hinduism and Christianity)

	Six areas of enquiry (conceptual strands) 

(a to f at least two ) 

	Skills and attitudes can be taken from the key RE skills and attitudes on page and from approaches such as: Personal Learning and Thinking skills (PLTS) , SEAL , RRS (Rights Respecting Schools ) Critical Thinking as appropriate to your school’s curriculum context 
Strand A. Stories of Jesus Life, Why did Jesus perform Miracles? i.e. Jesus walking on water.
The importance of Lord Shiva in Hinduism

Strand E. Asking questions about miracles?

Strand B. What happens at the local church? Celebrating as a Family;- Baptism/Christianity/Dedication.
Going on Pilgrimage to Varanasi 

Strand F. Caring for God’s creation including other people. 

Strand C. The River Ganges

Strand E. What do people find it important to go special journeys?
Links to RRS ~ A right to fresh water

	Skills and  Attitudes 

From the syllabus list and more generic i.e. ICT 


	We want pupils to develop these skills and attitudes. .
Investigation
asking relevant questions;
Expression
the ability to explain concepts, rituals and practices;
Interpretation
the ability to draw meaning from stories and symbolism;
Reflection

the ability to reflect on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and practices;

Empathy

the ability to ponder on the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others;

Discernment

Explaining the significance of aspects of religious belief and practice

Curiosity, Appreciation and Wonder

Appreciating the sense o wonder at the world in which they live.
Respect for All

Being sensitive to the feelings and ideas of others.



	Levelled learning outcomes taken from

I can statements 
	Specifically we want them to be able to . . . 
Level 1
· I can remember a Christian story and talk about it.
· I can use right names for things that are special to Christians and Hindus.

· I can talk about things that happen to me.

· I can talk about what I find interesting or puzzling.

Level 2

· I can tell a Christian story and say some things that people believe.

· I can talk about some things in stories that make people ask questions.

	Teaching and learning activities
	And we have devised these engaging teaching and learning activities to enable pupils to explore the question and achieve the outcomes . . .
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Engaging with Religious Questions
Show some pictures of storms and floods. What are the good things and the bad things about water? Draw up list of Good and Bad.

Ask the question which is more powerful Man or nature? Show a picture of a Dam. Can man control the water or could the water break the Dam? 
Many religions believe that God is more powerful that nature. 
Investigating religious questions; Jesus performing miracles

Read a Children’s version of the Story of Jesus Calming the Storm Matthew 8 verse 23-27. . The Mouse’s Story from Animal Tales By Nick Butterworth is an excellent version of this, read this first and then compare with the story in the Bible. 

Stress verse 27:  ‘What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him?’ 

Sequence/Role Play/retell the story to consolidate children’s understanding. 
What was the miracle that Jesus did? 
When in the story did he do it? 

1. At the start of the journey to get there quicker? 

2. When the storm first began? 

3. When his friends were afraid and in danger? 
How did the miracle change his friends’ view of him? 

Evaluating religious questions: If they had been watching from the shore what questions would they want to ask about this story? 

Expressing our beliefs and values: Look at the work of a charity such as water Aid. Is this a miracle as well? 

Look at the Jars for Change Lent campaign http://www.wateraid.org/uk/learn_zone/default.asp
How the river Ganga fell to earth ; A story from Hinduism 
Engaging with Religious Ideas.  
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Show this image of Lord Shiva. Discuss what they think is happening in picture? Try to guess or predict what the story is about?  

Tell the story of How the Holy river fell from Heaven. This is most accessible in Hindu Stories by Anita Ganeri. A simplified version is available in The Solihul Foundation stage handbook ‘The great river’ (Solihull pg. 227) but this rather loses the meaning of the story and misses why Hindus’ seek to bathe in the Ganges. 

Try to identify the characters in the picture; Lord Shiva, Goddess Ganga, King Bhagiratha 

How close were they in their predictions? 

Evaluating religious questions
Did they like this story? Why? (some children may not like the story as it is scary or may seem silly to them. Draw comparisons with some of the programmes they might watch i.e. Doctor Who) 

Show some pictures of the River Ganges today, explain a bit about its importance in India to the country. Look at the Good and bad list for water. 
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 Talk about (pictures/video on Espresso) Hindu’s going on a special journey to visit the river. Why do Hindus want to go to the River Ganges? Make a link to the Story and the ashes of the 60, 000
To introduce the concept of a special journey Look at a story about the poem/story of the Owl and the Pussy cat. What did the Owl and The pussy cat take with them? Talk about going on journeys and special places. 
There are, obviously, many literacy activities that could be developed from this poem. From an RE point of view it would be helpful if children could ‘‘sequence’ and retell’ the story. Maybe discuss where the Owl and Pussycat might travel next and why? 
Evaluation: our own reactions to religious ideas.

What do they feel that Hindu’s gain from the experience of going Varanasi? Ask the children to put in a rack sack (metaphorical or practical) what Hindu’s take away from the experience of going on a journey to the Ganges. Alternatively write a postcard home from the Ganges about what they have experienced.
Expressing our own beliefs and values

· Plan a special journey to go to a place of interest or special significance. What would they need to take? What would they hope to happen?

· Create a picture of a special place to them. Asking the children to talk about (if they wish) their picture and share its significance to them.

· Send an imaginary postcard home about what they like about their special place, what it means to them.
Extension  to water theme 

Baptism and Christening

Engaging with Religious Questions

Games or book about joining a group. Talk about what you need to do to join a group. Rainbow Promise Ceremony, joining school, being part of a pre-school.
Investigating religious issues and idea

Christians have a joining ceremony for babies and children called Christening or Infant Baptism. The key aspects to cover washing away of the past old life (wrong things that we have done) and the start of a new life, sometimes it is the official naming of the baby and Godparents have a role in supporting the parents.
· Role play a baptism with the children taking the role of the Vicar, parents, godparents (see Solihull book).
· Trip to the church, looking at the font.
Christianity views Christening and Baptism as the first step on a person’s Christian journey.
Evaluation: our own reactions to religious ideas
Why do parents want their children to be part of a group?
Expressing our own beliefs and values

Is it important to be part of the group? What do you gain from being part of a group? Design a poster promoting the benefits of being part of a group or school. 



Expressing our own beliefs and values 





Evaluating questions of religion and belief  





Investigating questions of religion and belief





Engaging with questions of religion and belief 








