	Theme
	This theme . . . The Prodigal Son

	Key Questions for RE
	Raises these important questions . . .
What does this parable tell Christians about the nature of God? 
Why is Forgiveness such an important concept for Christians? 

	Six areas of enquiry (conceptual strands) 

(a to f at least two ) 

	So we’ve selected this concept and content in order to address the question . . .
Strand A: Beliefs Teachings and sources : Luke 15 11-32

Strand C: Language and communication: How have Christians and others sought to express the ideas in the parable of the prodigal son

Strand D: Identity and belonging: For Christians what does it mean to be loved by God, What does it mean to forgive? 

Strand F: Values and commitments: What are the consequences of our choices?  
Content may  be taken from more than one religious tradition 

	Skills and  Attitudes 

From the syllabus list and more generic i.e. ICT 

Links to SEAL
	Skills and attitudes can be taken from the key RE skills and attitudes on page   and from approaches such as:  Personal  Learning and Thinking skills (PLTS) , SEAL , RRS (Rights Respecting Schools ) Critical Thinking as appropriate to your  school’s curriculum context 

Interpretation: The ability to suggest meanings from religious text

Expression: the ability to respond to religious issues through a variety of media 

Discernment: Seeing clearly how individuals might learn from religions they study for themselves. 

Critical awareness: developing the ability to argue respectfully , reasonably and evidentially about religious and spiritual questions 

ICT: Using Photostory3 for windows. 

	Levelled learning outcomes taken from

I can statements 
	Specifically we want them to be able to . . . 

Level 3 strand A: describe what a believer might learn from a religious story
Level 4 strand A: make links between the beliefs (teachings, sources, etc.) of different religious groups and show how they are connected to believers’ lives
Level 3 strand C: use religious words to describe some of the different ways in which people show their beliefs
Level 4 Strand C: express religious beliefs (ideas, feelings, etc) in a range of styles and words used by believers and suggest what they mean
Level 3 Strand D: compare some of the things that influence me with those that influence other people
Level 4 Strand D: ask questions about who we are and where we belong, and suggest answers which refer to people who have inspired and influenced myself and others  
Level 3 Strand F: link things that are important to me and other people with the way I think and behave
Level 4 Strand F: ask questions about the moral decisions I and other people make, and suggest what might happen as a result of different decisions, including those made with reference to religious beliefs / values
Pupils will have the opportunity to demonstrate these skills when...

	Teaching and learning activities
A good balance in planning between AT1 and AT2 will ensure a interaction of religious and secular views 
	And we have devised these engaging teaching and learning activities to enable pupils to explore questions of religions and beliefs . . .
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Eg. P4C, TASC Wheel, Mantle of the Expert, Etc Etc  
Engage 

Read version of Parable of Prodigal son from The Book of Books: Trevor Dennis page 348. This version tells the parable in detail and in an engaging way. It lends itself to a fortune line approach 
Unpack this doing a fortune Line in groups each following a different Character in the story. i.e. The Father, The Younger Son, The Elder brother, 

Write a Diary for the character you are following. 

Investigate : What was Jesus trying to say in this parables
Hot seat the Characters: Write some questions you would like to ask each person in the story. Role play their responses. 

Which character in the story do you like most? 

Which Character in the story are you most like?

Which Character in the story represents God? 

If the father is God who do you think the younger son represents? Who does the older brother represents? 

What do they think is the main message of the story? 

Concepts; Each group to write a list of 5 words that sum up the story
Out of this list explore Forgiveness and( and others that seem good to you) 

Look at the picture of The Foolish Father: What things in the picture can they relate to the story?  What doesn’t seem to have come from the story? Other activities from Parables pack. [image: image2.jpg]



Set the parable in modern times: Chose characters from the TV/Film that they could cast in the main roles. Design a poster for their updated version of the parable in the style of the poster above that shows all the main scenes 

Evaluate:  Examples of forgiveness: Could you forgive? 

Need to find some suitable for KS2 

Diamond 9 activity with forgiveness quotes www.thinkexist.com/quotations
The parable ends without saying what the older brother does ..write what happened next. 

Express: Listen to the song Open Arms (Prodigal son) by Andy Flanagan (iTunes download). 

Using Photostory3 for windows programme storyboard images to this song. Youtube: dholloway1000 for an example 
Final task: This parable has been called the Prodigal son, the foolish Father, The lost son, the two sons. Chose the title you think is best for the parable. 

Why have you chosen that title? Why have you rejected the other ones? 
Extension: How have others viewed the Parable of the prodigal son? 

Show a clip from Rastamouse 

What do pupils know about Rastafarianism? Research.  

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/rastafari/ataglance/glance.shtml
Key idea : Rastafarians believe that blacks are the chosen people of God, but that through colonisation and the slave trade their role has been suppressed

The movement's greatest concerns are the repatriation of blacks to their homeland, Africa, and the reinstatement of blacks' position in society
Play song Prodigal Son By Steel Pulse 


















