	Theme
	This theme . . . The River of Dreams KS2 

	Key Questions for RE
	Raises these important questions . . .
Why is the symbolism of water and Rivers so important in the world’s religions? In particular Christianity and Sikhism 
What Religious stories are linked to rivers? 

Why is Baptism so important in Christianity? 

	Six areas of enquiry (conceptual strands) 

(a to f at least two ) 

	Strand A Beliefs teachings and sources: Story Of Guru Nanak Christian life as a pilgrimage 

Strand B; Practices and ways of life; Total Emersion Baptism 

Strand C Forms of expression; How have Christian’s expressed the word of God in Literature (Pilgrims Progress) 
Strand E; Meaning purpose and truth; What might heaven be like? 
Content may  been taken from more than one religious tradition 

	Skills and  Attitudes 

From the syllabus list and more generic i.e. ICT 


	Skills and attitudes can be taken from the key RE skills and attitudes on page and from approaches such as: Personal Learning and Thinking skills (PLTS) , SEAL , RRS (Rights Respecting Schools ) Critical Thinking as appropriate to your school’s curriculum context We want pupils to develop these skills and attitudes. .

Investigation
asking relevant questions;
Expression
the ability to explain concepts, rituals and practices;
Interpretation
the ability to draw meaning from stories and symbolism;
Reflection

the ability to reflect on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and practices;

Empathy

the ability to ponder on the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others;

Discernment

Explaining the significance of aspects of religious belief and practice

Curiosity, Appreciation and Wonder

Appreciating the sense o wonder at the world in which they live.
Respect for All

Being sensitive to the feelings and ideas of others.



	Levelled learning outcomes taken from

I can statements 
	Specifically we want them to be able to . . . 
Level 3

Strand A: describe what a believer might learn from a religious story ie the life of Guru Nanak: Pilgrims Progress 
Strand B: describe some of the things that are the same and different for religious people: Baptism and Confirmation 
Strand E: ask important questions about life and compare my ideas with those of other people
Level 4
Strand A: make links between the beliefs (teachings, sources, etc.) of different religious groups and show how they are connected to believers’ lives ; Life as a pilgrimage 
Strand B: use the right religious words to describe and compare what practices and experiences may be involved in belonging to different religious  groups: Baptism and Confirmation 
Strand C; express religious beliefs (ideas, feelings, etc) in a range of styles and words used by believers and suggest what they mean
Strand E; ask questions about the meaning and purpose of life, and suggest a range of answers which might be given by me as well as members of different religious groups or individuals

	Teaching and learning activities
	And we have devised these engaging teaching and learning activities to enable pupils to explore the question and achieve the outcomes . . .
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Eg. P4C, TASC Wheel, Mantle of the Expert, Etc Etc  
Rivers in Religion 
Engaging with Religious Questions

Listen to the song River of Dreams’ By Billy Joel music video £1.29 on Itunes . What do they think the song is about? Use lyrics to identify and ask questions about religious symbolism. 

After discussion design CD cover for the song. For reference and ideas here is the original, take care there is one image on the original that may not be suitable for some pupils 
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Investigating Religious Questions: Pilgrims Progress 
 Rivers have always been used as a metaphor in Religious stories, one of the most famous examples is in Pilgrims Progress. (Give some background on the book). 

I have used the Retelling of this story by Tim Dowley as it seems the most accessible in terms of style and sales on Amazon
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Pilgrims-Progress-Tim-Dowley/dp/1859856713/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1304503036&sr=1-1
  Read the last section of Pilgrims Progress: from ‘Enchanted Ground’ to ‘the Celestial city at last’  

There are, of course, a number of Literacy activities that could be linked to this story but make sure pupils understand the symbolism of the story. Take care given that this story deals with death and rising to new life. 
Ask pupils to imagine what their Celestial city might be like: Creative writing or art task could be used. 
Make a link to the practice of Believers Baptism covered quite well on RE Quest.org http://www.request.org.uk/unpacked/christian/baptism_believers/baptism_believers.htm
How does this practice relate to the Pilgrims progress story? 

Evaluating Religious Questions 

Compare and Contrast this with practice of Infant Baptism and Confirmation http://www.request.org.uk/unpacked/christian/confirmation/confirmation.htm
You will need to refer back to infant baptism to get all the comparisons. 
 Investigating Religious Questions; Nanak is lost in the River 

Another story using a river is a story from the Life of Guru Nanak: Founder of Sikhism. This is covered in a number of books but ‘RE Today; Moving on up’ http://shop.retoday.org.uk/9781904024835
 covers this well and gives a number of suggested activities. Although suggested for year 7 they give some useful starting points for exploring this story. 
You will probably need to show a picture of a Sikh and do some initial background on the religion. Also explain the concept of a Guru. 
Expressing our own beliefs and values 
Use a stilling exercise such as ‘The River’ from Stilling; A pathway for Spiritual learning in the National Curriculum by Michael Beesley http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/schools/publications/stilling
Listen again to the song River of Dreams. 

Redo CD cover for River of Dreams song to reflect what you have learnt 



Expressing our own beliefs and values 





Evaluating questions of religion and belief  





Investigating questions of religion and belief





Engaging with questions of religion and belief 








