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GUIDANCE FOR APPEALS COMMITTEE ON REACHING A DECISION

1. There are usually two stages to be followed.

2. First, it is for the representative on behalf of the Admissions Authority to satisfy the appeals committee that the duty to allocate the child to the school preferred by the parent does not apply because compliance with the preference would prejudice the provision of efficient education or the efficient use of resources.

3. If the Admissions Authority fails to satisfy the appeals committee, the appeals committee must allow the appeal by allocating the child to the school of the parent’s choice.

4. The second stage arises if the Admissions Authority does satisfy the appeals committee that the factors in 2 above do apply.  The committee must then balance this against the parent’s preference and decide which should prevail.

5. This involves consideration of the reasons given for the parent’s preference and of the Admissions Authority’s published admission arrangements.  It will then be necessary to consider the consequences for the Admissions Authority of complying with the parental preference and how serious they would be.  The appeals committee must then balance these conflicting factors and reach a decision.  Where two or more appeals are being decided together, this process may involve considering the consequences of allowing all or only some of the appeals.  This may involve comparing the circumstances of one child with another to establish which appeals should succeed.

6. In a case where the Admissions Authority has refused to give a child a place because it would take an infant class over 30 pupils; the two-stage process does not apply.  The appeals committee can only allow the appeal if:

(i) the decision was not one which a reasonable Admission Authority would have made; or

(ii)       the child would have been offered a place if the Admission Authority’s arrangements had been properly implemented. 

