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15November 2011
Dear Colleagues,

As you will know, earlier in the year Salisbury Diocese ran a consultation regarding admissions policies for 2013-14. I attach a new model policy in line with comments received. The major change is the removal of a faith criterion for “in area” children. This underlines the Diocese’s commitment (and indeed that of many schools) that local schools should be for local children regardless of their faith. 
Governing bodies of Voluntary Aided and Foundation schools are the admissions authorities of their schools however, and while the Board of Education can advise on faith criteria, we believe that admissions authorities are best placed to make admissions decisions based on local circumstance. We think that the attached model is the correct one, in particular for those small rural schools which primarily serve their local community. However, larger urban schools and secondary schools may be the only Church of England school in their area and may therefore feel that it is important to give precedence to Christian families. In these cases the Board would urge governors to look at their admissions and, if the school’s intake has a trend over several years of more than 50% based on faith places, consider whether this is fair to their local community in the context of their school.

Earlier this month The Department for Education released the latest version of the codes of practice for admissions and appeals with which the 13-14 entry admission policies will have to comply. The codes can be found at  http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/schooladmissions/a00199845/departmental-response-to-the-consultation-on-changes-to-the-admissions-framework
.

Changes to note:
· giving adopted children who were previously in care the same, highest priority for places as looked-after children

· introducing a ‘national offer day’ for primary places, mirroring that for secondary offers

· giving greater freedom to schools to increase the number of places they are able to offer to parents

· allowing schools to prioritise the children of staff employed there for two or more years, or who will meet a skills shortage (we have not changed the model policy to this effect – individual governing bodies may wish to discuss this at a local level)
· allowing infant classes to exceed the statutory limit where the 31st child is a twin or from multiple births, or of armed forces personnel

· allowing academies to prioritise disadvantaged children who are eligible for the Pupil Premium

· allowing schools to take direct applications from parents to help reduce delays in finding a school place once term starts

The model policy has been changed to take account of the new admissions code of practice.
We hope that this information helps you as you prepare your admissions policy. Governors should have regard to the new admissions code as it is implemented in case adjustments have to be made before the policy is determined. 

I would be grateful if you would send a copy of your school’s proposed admissions arrangements (including the supplementary information form if you use one) for 2013-14 to me at the following e-mail address: jane.franchi@salisbury.anglican.org  if you have not already done so - even if you are not intending consulting more widely this year. 
Schools which have to run a statutory consultation this year should do so for 8 weeks between 1 November 2011 and 1 March 2012. We will also send you comments within this time frame so that you are able to determine your policies by 15 April 2012. A copy of your determined policy should then be sent to all those with whom you have consulted by 30 April 2012 and must then be published on your school’s website for the whole offer year.
With all good wishes,

Jane Franchi

Schools Support Officer
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