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Supporting Refugee Children in British Schools
Information taken from a lecture by Karen Thomas (Camden Language and Support Service)

at “Putting Children First” Conference 8 June 06

Particular Issues affecting the educational achievement of Refugee Children:

· Mobility

· Poverty

· Trauma and uncertainty

· Lack of understanding between schools and parents

· Social Isolation

Supporting Integration in schools – where possible it is helpful to have:

· Home-school link workers

· Dedicated classroom assistants

· Refugee co-ordinators

It is also helpful to:

· Celebrate diversity and achievements

· Recognise and respond to children’s diverse needs

· Set suitable learning challenges & overcome barriers (make sure they are not always streamed in the bottom section when, in some subjects, e.g. maths they might well perform at the highest level as language is not a barrier)

· Implement robust policies and practices around inclusion and anti-racism

The benefit to schools:

· Increased parental involvement to support their children’s learning

· Improved links with the refugee community

· Increased awareness among staff of issues affecting achievement

· Extended provision by communities

· Upward trend in attainment

· Increased employment opportunities for parents

For more information contact gill.hunter@salisbury.anglican.org 
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