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Young carers
It is essential that Governing bodies identify any children in their school community who care for a relative at home. (Often they don’t wish to be singled out and will not inform anyone at school)

Are young carers mentioned within the bullying, inclusion and dedicated teacher policies at your school? Schools must recognise that these children may have less time to work at home, will often be tired and anxious. 

The school should also be able to give advice on where to get local help and support. The pupil will need a named teacher for young carers (this can be the same teacher responsible for pastoral care). Their IEP must state that they are a carer and provision must be made for interrupted education when they are unable to attend due to their duties as a carer. Governors should think about how to make home school links and engage with a parent who may not be able to attend parents’ evenings.

Go to www.youngcarer.com for further information

Or contact gill.hunter@salisbury.anglican.org 

Information taken from a lecture by Jenny Frank (Children’s Society) at “Putting Children First” Conference 8 June 06
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