Key Stage 3, Optional Lesson 8
#8: Difficult Dilemmas – Sexuality

This is an optional lesson which asks students to debate issues around sexual orientation. This is included in this material as it was recommended under the curriculum review undertaken in 2010 (by the previous Government) that this topic be covered in KS3.
It may well be that in your school context this is the appropriate time for this topic to be covered, especially if it is an issue that the school deals with regularly.  Year 8 or preferably 9 may be the appropriate time.
However your governing body and whole school community may feel this is a difficult and potentially contentious issue which could be left to KS4.
In this lesson students will consider sexual orientation and the dilemmas that some individuals face.  Students will also consider issues of freedom of choice, belief, and lifestyle which can lead to conflicting perspectives.  The aim of this lesson is to equip students to be articulate, reasoned and sensitive in their opinions, words and actions surrounding the issue of sexual orientation.
Learning Objectives
· To consider the dilemmas surrounding sexual orientation that some individuals face.

· To understand and reflect upon some different moral perspectives held by people concerning this issue.

· To recognise that ill treatment, harassment and bullying that some people suffer due to their sexual orientation, or apparent sexual orientation, is a human rights issue
Learning Outcomes

· I can understand and explain the issues and dilemmas facing people's decisions about their sexual orientation.

· I understand that there are different opinions held by people about sexual orientation.  I can give my own reasoned opinion about this issue.

· I will be able to explain why homophobic abuse is unjust.
Extra resources

Truetube clip http://www.truetube.co.uk/relationships/sexuality/gay,-right-or-wrong
 Cut up Mystery cards – for Jason’s Mystery dilemma (select the appropriate cards for your class/group 8.1b are simpler and have 10 less cards to read and sort than 8.1a) 

– cast list – and sorting grid
PSHE Curriculum
This lesson covers:
1b
Have a sense of their own identity and present themselves confidently in a range of 

situations.
1d
Recognise influences, pressures and sources of help and respond to them appropriately.
2a
Think about the alternatives and long- and short-term consequences when making 

decisions about personal health

3e
Be able to talk about relationships and feelings

3f
Deal with changing relationships in a positive way, showing goodwill to others, and using 

strategies to resolve disagreements peacefully

4b
Feel positive about themselves

Teaching and Learning Activities

Introduction – Starter [10 mins]
· Explain that today's lesson is about Sexual Orientation

· Show the Truetube clip “Gay-right or wrong” ” from 2.54 
http://www.truetube.co.uk/relationships/sexuality/gay,-right-or-wrong 

· “I have a problem with it.  Not that I’d punch you up.  It’s just not right”
Do you agree with this statement given on the clip?

· Paired talk and then feedback to the whole class.

Main Lesson Activities

Mystery Activity [25 mins] (a Thinking Skills learning strategy)
Group work
Task to answer the question:
"Will Jason start a relationship with Stuart?”
Teachers need to ensure that students understand that the question is not SHOULD but WILL.
Divide the class into groups of 4/5.
Give out the Jason Mystery cards, 8.1a or 8.1b (8.1b are simpler and there are 10 less cards to manage).
The “characters involved” diagram, and the Sorting grid.
Instruct students to answer the question above.
Some of the evidence may be more important than other elements.
They need to try to come to a group conclusion.
They may wish to organise the cards in the sorting grid to help them decide:
1) Factors that might make him start a relationship.
2) Factors that may make him decide not to.
4) Factors that could fall into either category.
3) Unimportant details.
They should also be able to explain how they came to their final decision.
Feedback

Explain that there is no known answer to this question – that is why it is a mystery.

Ask students these questions:
· Do you think Jason will have a relationship with Stuart?  Why do you think that?  If groups have disagreed, encourage them to ask questions of each other and cross debate.

· What made you come to your conclusions?

· What possible options are open to Jason in his context?

· What are the possible consequences of his choices?

· Would it have made a difference to the decision making if the dilemma had been a lesbian one and Jason had been Jane and Stuart was Sophie?
Personal response time [10 mins]
Ask students individually to write down what they think Jason will decide to do and why they think that. 

Ask some students to share their thinking.
Plenary [15 mins]
Read students the following scenario
	Naomi has been in her school Netball team since year 7; she is now in year 10.
Members of the team are gossiping about Paulette who plays Goalkeeper.  One of them says they have seen her holding hands and looking suspiciously keen on  another girl.  Several of the team say that:

"It turns their stomach" and "It's just wrong".

One girl suggests that they all should blank her.  After the match when Paulette is still getting back to the changing room, two girls steal Paulette's shoes and leave a note in her underwear :

"You are disgusting – leave our team.  No Lesbos here."

Paulette stares at the note and looks very confused and upset.


1. What should Naomi do?

2. What will Naomi do?

Why might there be a difference between what Naomi should do and what she will do?
2 mins discuss in pairs.

5 mins feedback to the class

Further Plenary Discussion Questions 

Is it possible to have a close relationship with someone of the same sex as yourself without it being a gay relationship?  Explain your thinking.
Is it possible to admire and look up to other people of the same sex as you without it being because you fancy them?  Explain your answer fully.
If you are a person who believes that homosexual acts are outside God’s ideal does that make you homophobic? Whys do you think that?
8.1a
Mystery Cards
	Jason is 17 and is at college studying Applied Business Studies.
	Jason has met Stuart on his course.  Stuart is openly gay and has told Jason that he is attracted to him.
Ramesh is also on Jason’s Business studies course , and they share notes and revise together. He is a Hindu and says most Hindu Scriptures don’t say anything about homosexuality but tend to emphasise the sacred duty to marry and have children. However this is the modern world and we can interpret scripture. He just thinks we have a sacred duty to Love and make the future world better.  

	Jason is a Christian and so are his family.  His parents strongly believe that homosexuality is not God's plan for humans. It goes against nature as it cannot result in biological children.
	Jason plays rugby for his local team: The Amersham Anvils – he is a prop.  Recently when discussing a famous international rugby player who had come out as gay – several of the team agreed that if they had to be in a scrum with someone gay they would feel disturbed.

	Jason is powerfully attracted to Stuart.  Jason has gone out with girls in the past from his Church youth group.  He quite likes a girl called Rosie but she annoys him by giggling too much.
	Jason's favourite music is Indie, and he loves banana and mango smoothies.

	Jason loves his parents dearly and can't bear to hurt them in any way.
	Stuart, who Jason fancies, is also a Christian.  He believes that God loves him and has given him his sexual orientation and made him gay. From around the age of 8 Stuart has known that he was gay. He thinks that God wishes people to fulfil their potential for giving and receiving love in long-term loving committed relationships.

	Jason's mum always says "Whatever you do in your life I will love you.  I just want what is best for you – and I know that what is best is following God's will.".
	Rev Julie Simmons, Jason’s Vicar, has just completed a series of sermons about relationships.  She said "God loves everyone, and calls everyone into that love.  However we all sin and spoil that relationship with God.   Sex outside marriage including homosexual sex is sinful”

	Jason's sister, Fiona, is a Christian but does not accept everything her parents and Church say.  She is quite influenced by Soaps and her friends – one of whom is gay.  She says that "You know mum and dad's views are a bit full on – I reckon as long as you treat the other person with love and respect – then its OK. But It isn’t easy being gay, people treat you badly, even violently, and it is easy to feel different, left out and on the edge of society”
	Jason plays the guitar in his Church worship band every Sunday.

	Stuart likes Soul music and sweet chilli crisps.
	Fazal is Jason's oldest friend – they met in the same infant class.  They spend a lot of time around each other's houses listening to music and playing computer games.  Fazal believes that homosexuality is "haram" which means it is forbidden and unclean.  Homosexuality goes against the will of Allah.

	When Jason ever thought about his long term future (which was rare) he always imagined himself at some point (probably in his 30s) becoming a father.
	Stuart belongs to a church which runs a meditation/discussion group for those people wishing to explore what sexuality and spirituality mean.  Straight, gay and lesbian people go to that group.  Stuart is the youngest member; he helps make the coffee.

	Charlie, who is the friend that Jason goes to gigs with, is not religious.  He is straight but thinks that it is everyone's perfect right to be whatever sexuality they want to be as long as they don't hurt anyone else.
	Rosie, who is 15, is in Jason's Church youth group she is very pretty and funny.  She laughs at all of Jason's jokes (even the rubbish ones).  He has been told by one of her friends that she really fancies him.

	Stuart’s parents are Christians who have always taught him “Sex is a gift from God.  Loving long‑term sexual relationships of a heterosexual or homosexual kind can make people more caring and gentle, more giving and more like God.” In a framework of stable security, we learn what it is to love, be loved, to forgive and be forgiven.
They love their son and support his decision about his sexuality.

	Jason and Stuart have important business studies exams at the end of the month.

	Marcus, who goes to Jason’s Church youth group, also knows Stuart.  He thinks Stuart is wrong to believe that loving gay sexual acts can be acceptable in God’s eyes.  Marcus believes if you think you are gay and a Christian you should pray to God to give you strength to resist the temptation to have sex with people of your own gender.
	Jason, Fiona his sister, and their parents are going on a family holiday to “Centre Parks” in June.  Jason thinks he is a bit old for family holidays now but he knows it is important to his parents.


8.1b
	Jason is 17 and at college studying Business Studies
	Jason has met Stuart who is gay.  Stuart fancies Jason.

	Jason is a Christian, so are his family.  His parents believe that homosexuality is wrong.  It is against God’s plan.
	Jason really fancies Stuart too, but has gone out with girls in the past.

	Stuart is a Christian.  He believes God loves him and has made him gay. He has always known he is gay.
	Rev Julie Simmons (Jason’ Vicar) says:
“God loves everyone, We all sin and spoil our relationship with God. Any sex outside marriage is wrong, including gay sex, but there is always a way back to God.             Say ‘sorry’ and live differently.”

	Jason plays the guitar in his Church worship band every Sunday.
	Fazal is Jason’s oldest friend.  He thinks homosexuality is wrong and goes against the will of Allah.

	Charlie goes to gigs with Jason.  He thinks everyone has a right to be whatever sexuality they want to be. He does think being gay is very hard as people can be violent and negative towards you.
	Rosie, who is 15, is in Jason’s Church youth group.  She really fancies Jason.

Ramesh is a Hindu on Jason’s Business course.

His faith teaches that marriage and having children are holy duties, but he thinks what really matters is that you show love to others and make the world a better place.

	Stuart’s parents are Christian.  They believe “Sex is a gift from God – both straight and gay sex.  In long term relationships people learn how to love.”
	Marcus, Jason’s Church youth group friend says “Gay sex is wrong.  If you are tempted you need to pray to God to give you the strength to resist.”


Characters involved in “The Jason Mystery”

     - Ramesh
Will Jason have a relationship with Stuart?
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