Monitoring Community Cohesion in Dorset 2009
Schools have been graded for their contribution to promoting community cohesion since September 08. So far 57 reports have been looked at: 45 primaries (including First/Infants/Junior), 5 middle and 7 secondary schools. The reports for some schools inspected in July 09 have yet to appear on the Ofsted website and so are not included in this report. 
In July 2008 Ofsted issued guidance to inspectors on inspecting Community Cohesion. In February 2009 Ofsted updated its guidance to inspectors. 
Between October 2008 to the end of January 2009 19 Primary etc schools were reported on of those 3 were graded Satisfactory 13 good. 3 were outstanding none were unsatisfactory. 
Since February 2009 26 Primary/First schools have were reported on. Of these 6 were deemed Satisfactory, 19 good, 4 outstanding and none unsatisfactory. 

It is difficult to discern if the change in advice has resulted in a decrease in grades over time. It would seem that since February there are a slightly higher number of satisfactory schools. 
The 3 schools that gained outstanding in the first window were Sticklands, Mudeford Junior and Maiden Newton. Sticklands and Mudeford Junior were commended for their involvement in the Rights Respecting Schools Award. This project was also mentioned in two other schools deemed good. Maiden Newton was commended for 

‘For example, pupils in Years 5 and 6 take part in a residential trip to one of Britain’s multicultural cities as part of a series of events to broaden their understanding of their own country. A particular effort is made to involve parents from minority social or ethnic backgrounds’
Since February 09 5 schools have been deemed outstanding by Ofsted Mudeford Infants (this complements the outstanding given to the Junior School suggesting that Mudeford is an area of good practice in this regard) it is however difficult to discern from the report exactly why the school has been graded in this way. 

‘Spiritual and cultural development, although not as strong, are developing well due to the increased opportunities for creative activities in lessons. Pupils make an outstanding contribution to the school and the wider community. For example, environmental education activities help pupils contribute to

the world around them’

The school seems to be being commended mainly for its community links and I would suggest that this may reflect the pre February guidance. 

The other outstanding schools were Grove Infants, Loder’s Primary, Manor Park First and St Michael’s Middle School Colehill. All of these schools were also outstanding for Leadership and management.  Grove Infants and  Loders Primary were commended for the links they had made with other schools in more multi ethnic/multi faith areas of the UK, At Manor Park it was the linkage of schools curriculum priorities to community cohesion that impressed the inspectors. At St Michael’s it was again school links, in this case with the Sudan, along with the maturity of the pupils on this subject.  

Prior to February 2009 only one school in Dorset was asked by Ofsted to improve further their contribution to Community Cohesion. This school, St Ives, was otherwise outstanding and was graded ‘only’ good for Community Cohesion. 
Since February 2009 8 Primary/First schools have been asked to improve further by an action connected to Community Cohesion. 
What the school should do to improve further:
· Improve pupils’ understanding of the wide range of cultures that make up Britain today

· Improve pupils’ understanding of the range of cultures that are represented in modern Britain

· Give pupils a better knowledge of different communities in Britain.

· Improve the provision for community cohesion through providing more opportunities for pupils to appreciate both diversity and common ground amongst people in Britain.

· Develop the school's contribution to community cohesion more widely to improve pupils' understanding of other cultures and lifestyles.

· Improve pupils' appreciation of the value of cultural diversity in modern British society.

· Fully promote pupils' understanding about how people from other ethnic backgrounds live within British society.

· Raise pupils’ awareness and understanding of different faiths and cultures within communities across the United Kingdom and globally.

· Improve pupils awareness and understanding of the wide diversity of lifestyles, faiths and customs in Britain and around the world 
This includes threes school; St Mary’s Charminster, St Mary’s The Virgin Gillingham and Bovington First that were deemed good at promoting community cohesion (but were otherwise outstanding). 
In the earlier reports schools were commended for good community links, overseas links and being harmonious communities. Post February, although these things were still commended, there was a clear expectation that the school should be doing more to develop an understanding of the cultural diversity in the UK. In the later reports there was also a developing trend to comment on the quality of the schools auditing and planning for community cohesion. This suggests that both Inspectors and schools are becoming clearer about guidance on Community Cohesion. 
It is significant that all the actions given to primary schools have focused on developing the 3rd geographical dimension of Community Cohesion and that there has been a shift in what is being commended by inspectors toward that 3rd Geographical dimension. 
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It is disappointing to note that there are very few references in reports are made to the socio economic aspects of community cohesion which are of considerable concern in Dorset e.g. isolated rural poverty. Only one school has been commended for its work in linking to hard to reach families (Bovington First) in this context. 
Of the 7 secondary schools inspected 6 were deemed good (3 old guidance and 3 new guidance) and 1 satisfactory (new guidance). Although a small sample it would seem that good is the normal judgement. 1 school has been given an action by ofsted, the school deemed Satisfactory 

· Ensure that all community cohesion initiatives are fully integral to the school’s provision 

Of the five middle schools so far inspected 2 were deemed satisfactory, (old guidance) 1 good (new guidance) and 2 Cranbourne middle and St Michael’s Colehill were deemed outstanding (1 under old guidance and 1 under the newer guidance)  

Pupils’ excellent understanding of the cultures, faiths and traditions of diverse communities living in Britain and beyond exemplifies the impact of the school’s outstanding promotion of community cohesion.
(Cranborne)

The school's excellent contribution to community cohesion is evident in all levels of discussion with pupils, for instance about their letters and emails to pupils in the Sudan, with fundraising to support their studies and tree planting in the local community

(St Michael’s) 
So far none of the middle schools have been given any actions by Ofsted. 

Conclusions 

Despite being considered a rural part of the white highlands Dorset schools appear to have responded effectively to the challenges of promoting community cohesion. We have still to see any school deemed unsatisfactory at promoting community cohesion. The vast majority have been deemed good or better in this regard. In passing it is worth noting that one comparable neighbouring authority has yet to have any primary school deemed outstanding at promoting community cohesion. 
There would appear to be no obvious reason to explain why some schools are only satisfactory. 5 out of 12 were also only satisfactory for leadership and management generally. Perhaps the rest were simply slower to pick up on the guidance and to develop the process of auditing and planning. 
Dorset schools have undoubtedly been helped by involvement in the Rights Respecting Schools award which was commended in many of the earlier reports. This effectively helps schools develop three of the 4 geographical aspects of community cohesion. Engagement in this project provides a bulwark against an unsatisfactory judgement and a firm base for an outstanding one. (It should be noted that no school has engaged in RRSA just to get a good grade for Community Cohesion, it is a happy bonus).   RRSA is less successful in achieving the UK dimension of this requirement. Schools will need support in this area, partly through developing linking networks for schools and partly through opportunities for curriculum development. 

For SACRE this is a particular point to note as an understanding of the range of faiths represented in the UK is a key aspect of this. 
Ofsted introduced a new framework for inspections from September 09 but Community Cohesion will continue to be graded in the same way. 
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