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Week 1
Title:  Hope
Aim
“In this worship students will be offered the opportunity to hear the story of Pandora’s box and in a church school consider the hope symbolised by the Cross 
Will have the opportunity to reflect on what hope actually 
means and how it might apply to their own lives
Whole School Worship

Visual Focus:  PowerPoint 
Resources: 
PowerPoint
 
Music: any song which speaks of hope
e.g ‘Hope’ By Twista featuring Faith Evans from the soundtrack of the Film Coach Carter 


Text: (Powerpoint 1st slide on screen)

This could be delivered by one speaker as a script or perhaps by a couple of the students

Reader A:   Ok no prizes for guessing what our assembly is about today!  We asked loads of people what they hoped for and these our the answers we got (PowerPoint 2nd slide)

Reader B: Hang on a minute those aren’t hopes their just wishes

Reader A: Is there a difference?

Reader B: there’s got to be hasn’t there, I mean this stuff about the lottery that’s just wishful thinking, I mean hope got to be more than that, ok I’m not sure. Let’s do what we always do when we need an answer find out what the internet says.

Reader B: I did that first but it just gave me stuff I didn’t understand like the story of some woman called Pandora (slide 3)

Reader A: Never heard of her, 

Reader C:  I have, see it’s a Greek myth;  she was supposed to be the first woman and the god’s gave her this really beautiful box to look after and told her not to open it, but like all woman she was too curious to do as she was told  ( Which ever Reader is a girl shouts  OY!!)   Look I’m just telling the story,     and anyway she opens the box, immediately all the bad things in the world, war, sickness, anger, hate, etc they all fly out, she slams the lid down but its too late, we are stuck with the bad stuff, forever it seems. Things in the world just go down hill, and Pandora, well she is really messed up, she knows she has done something terrible but she knows she can’t fix it, she wants to end it all because she can’t face people, but then from inside the box she hears a small voice calling her, she doesn’t know what to do but figures she can’t make it any worse so she opens the box again, this time out flies hope. Hope points out to her that she isn’t on her own, sure there are lots of bad things out there and by herself she can’t fix it but working with others maybe you can. For the first time she feels better, she knows she can’t put the clock back but Hope lets her see that there are solutions, diseases can be cured, people can learn not to be angry, maybe not now, but someday, you just got to work at it. Hope lets her see possibilities; hope doesn’t let her give up. 

Church school  
(church schools use slide of cross) As Christians the cross becomes our great symbol of hope. When Jesus died it looked as though everything was over, some were tempted to give up, it looked as though Jesus had failed and yet three days later, (slide of resurrection) their lives change forever and they were filled with a hope that nothing could ever change or destroy Reflect for a moment on your own life, what aspects of your life feel like failure, what do you need to bring to God. Lets pray for each other, that God will transform all aspects of our lives and bring us new hope. How we help each other to find new hope in our lives?
Community school 


There are many times in our lives when we might be tempted to give up, when we feel that everything is wrong and will never be right again. Each winter (slide of winter) in a way reflects this, things die off and yet below the earth, unseen new life begins (Spring)
Reflect for a moment on your life, what part of your life needs new hope? Pandora needed the help of others, needed their support how can we bring hope into the lives of those around us.
Reflection/Prayer:
(Light Candle) 

                                   Always throughout history light has been a sign of hope. For Christians it represents the light of Christ bringing hope even in the darkness. This prayer is by Cardinal Suenens in it he expresses the reasons why he is a person of Hope. As you listen to it try to think about what or who brings you hope. 
                                   “ I am a person of prayer because I believe that God is born anew each morning, because I believe that he is creating the world this very moment. He did not create it at a distant and long forgotten moment in time. It is happening now; God is with us now, hear near us, unforeseeable and loving. I am a person of hope not because of anything I do but because I believe the Holy Spirit is at work in the church, the world and our lives, even when people do not know God and his name remains unheard. God is with us, no matter how dark the situation, God is always there supporting, and sometimes surprising us. To hope is not to dream, but to turn dreams into reality. Happy are those who dream dreams and are prepared to pay the price to make them come true.”  
Challenge
                                   What hopes do you hold? What are you prepared to do to make them come true? How will you help others to continue to hope?


The song Hope by Twista could be used at this point, as it is a rap song the lyrics will be difficult to follow but the chorus will stand out. It could be used as music to exit to. 
Taking the Theme a Step Further 

Smaller group act of worship:  

Show PowerPoint slide of Hope house

Reader: In assembly we talked about people finding hope in the darkness. There is a place called Hope Hospice. Hope Hospice, is a place in Wales where children who are dying can go to be looked after. It was named after Hope Peachy, a little girl who died at only 8 months old. You’d think something like that would destroy parents, but they went on to found this place which has helped hundreds of families, I guess they had hope that their little girl’s death wasn’t meaningless, that something good could come out of something bad. For many people their faith in God is what gives them hope. Not because they think God fixes things, that would be silly, but because they believe that if they entrust their lives to God, he will always be with them. No matter what God will not leave them and in the end they believe, hope that life makes some kind of sense. Hope Peachy’s parents tried to make sure that because of what happened to them others would be helped.
Visit www.hopehouse.org.uk 

Or www.naomihouse.org which is the website of a similar hospice nearer to us. Look at the events page and read about some of the things locally that are being done by ordinary people to raise money to fund this work. 

Classroom (use candle as a focal point and image of new life), have cut out of leaves ready.
Leaves represent new life, on the leaf on one side write down something you hope for, firstly for yourself and then for others. Once you have done this turn the leaf over and write what you will do to make those hopes come true. (Play quiet music as pupils do this). Now ask you to come forward and place your leaf at the base of the candle, as you silently do this try to commit yourself to doing what you’ve written. 
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