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Week 4
Living stones: 
“In this worship, students will hear the passage from 1 Peter Chapter 2 verse 4
Will reflect on the way something very ordinary can become something vital and beautiful 

Understand that although you may be rejected by men you are still precious and have value in the eyes of God.
Whole School Worship: 
Visual Focus For 
Image of broken stones Or a Cain of stones
Worship Table:


Resources: 

Stones 
Music:
Something Beautiful Jars of Clay from the CD The eleventh Hour (you should be able to download after Google search but song is on CD ‘The eleventh hour’)


Outline: 
Show an image of degraded rocks on a beach 

Think about the stones and rocks in the picture. As you know from Geography these are rocks that have been eroded and smashed about by the sea and the air. 

They have cracks in them where dirt and grit has been trapped. 


This morning you may be feeling like that. Bashed and worn down. Maybe you feel that the dirt and grime of the modern world has stuck to you making you feel dirty and guilty inside. 


Some rocks are hard like granite, others are soft and easily eroded. Do you feel soft and vulnerable or have you hardened yourself so you cannot be hurt?  


Look again at the picture. See the stone Cain in the middle. This beach has been formed following a volcanic explosion 300 years ago. People come to this beach to search for precious and unusual stones. These broken and smashed stones are so valued that they are sold to tourists and other visitors. These stones have so spoken to local people that they have set them up on the beach as a focus for prayer and meditation.  
Church School 
Read 1 Peter chapter 2 verse 4-6 

Development:
You may sometimes feel like a battered stone, thrown around by events beyond your control, but remember we are all precious to God. Christians believe that no matter how we may see ourselves we all have value to God and that we are capable of becoming like a spiritual temple; this process involves being polished and shaped into something beautiful, a building that God will dwell within. You may not yet see what God sees in you. 
Community school 
You may be feeling like a broken stone smashed and cracked and thrown away. You may feel that you don’t’ fit and don’t want to connect to anyone. 
But remember how nature takes the rough stones and through attrition in the river slowly polishes and changes stones into something of beauty. You are like that inside each one of you there is a thing of beauty waiting to get out. Part of growing up is chipping away at the rough edges, smoothing off and bringing out the shine in each one of you.
Reflection:
Listen to the song ‘something beautiful’ and think about how you see your self. Do you see yourself as very normal and plain, broken and buffeted by the world or do you see yourself as someone who has the potential to be something beautiful in this world. 

And at the end of the song

Challenge
How do you see other people? 
Taking the Theme a Step Further 

Smaller group act of worship: 
· Look at the work of a Charity seeking to make real transformation of something normal into something beautiful
Classroom act of Worship: 
· Use a bag of rough stones, ask each student to come up and chose a stone that they particularly like. 
· In Islam there is a tradition that when Muslims make their pilgrimage to Makkah on Hajj they visit the town of Mina where they throw stones at pillars to represent the devil. The symbolism here is about throwing out of their life the bad and negative things that they do. I am not going to get you to throw stones but I want you to think about one negative thing in your life ..maybe something you do..something that doesn’t help you..may be something minor like being uncooperative or swearing too much..it may be something much bigger
· Leave some space for reflection; If you can play some suitable reflective music
· Ask students when ready to come and dip the stone in a bowl of water as a sign of washing this out of your life and then add it to the Cain of stones at the front of the classroom
· If possible leave in place for the week under the tutor group notice board
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