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Week 6
Title: Restoration 
Aim
“In this worship students will be offered the opportunity to hear about the life of John Profumo, to understand a little more about the meaning of Easter, to learn from Christian attitudes to revenge.
Will have the opportunity to reflect on their own attitudes toward making mistakes, saying sorry and taking revenge. 
Whole School Worship 
Visual Focus For 
PowerPoint John Profumo
Resources: 

Music:          Brand New Start: Paul Weller
                    Sorry Seems to be the hardest word: Elton John 
Text
Using the PowerPoint and the text below tell the story of John Profumo
	John Profumo's story is of a man who made one terrible mistake but sought his own redemption in a way which has no precedent in public life either before or since. No one in public life ever did more to atone for his sins; no one behaved with more silent dignity as his name was repeatedly dragged through the mud; and few ended their lives as loved and revered by those who knew him.

John Profumo, who died aged 91, was associated in most people's minds with the scandal that bore his name and led him to resign from the Conservative government of Harold Macmillan in 1963; but he also became known, in the last 40 years of his life, as a tireless worker for charity and as a man who bore his humiliations with enormous dignity and personal integrity.

Profumo's transgression came when the Tories had been in power for 11 years. He was then a promising Secretary of State for War, married to the actress Valerie Hobson, star of the film Kind Hearts and Coronets and one of Britain's leading actresses of stage and screen in the 1940s and 1950s. Profumo had a distinguished military career, being mentioned in dispatches during the North Africa campaign, He also landed in Normandy on D-Day with an armoured brigade, and took part in the fierce fighting at Caen. As minister responsible for the army in 1960 he had to deal with trouble spots in many parts of the world - among them the Cameroons, Aden, Yemen and Kuwait - and the ending of National Service was in this context a considerable risk. Only by recruiting sufficient young men of the right calibre could the Army's commitments be met. Profumo was essentially laying the foundations for the modern British Army. 

On June 5 1963 he resigned after admitting that he had lied to Parliament about his relationship with Christine Keeler, a call-girl who had been - separately - seeing the Russian naval attaché and spy, Yevgeny Ivanov. The Macmillan government never recovered from the scandal and, for that and other reasons, lost the General Election the following year.

Filled with remorse, Profumo never sought to justify himself or seek public sympathy. Instead, for the next four decades he devoted himself to Toynbee Hall, a charitable settlement at Spitalfields in the East End of London. He began by washing dishes, helping with the playgroup and collecting rents. Later he served with the charity's council, eventually becoming its chairman and then president.

From his tiny office at Toynbee Hall, Profumo kept up a ceaseless flow of letters to anyone who might be able to speak, give money or do anything to assist the charity in its work of helping the poor and down-and-outs in the East End. Largely through his efforts, Toynbee Hall became a national institution.

For more do a google search www.telegraph.co.uk was where I took this from. 


Church school  
We all make mistakes; we all do things that are wrong. Perhaps not on the scale of John Profumo but still we all have to deal with our mistakes and the mistakes of other people. How do you cope with your own failures? How do you cope with those of others? Do you judge other people? Or do you forgive? When you’ve gone wrong do you give up or try and justify yourself or do you try and do something positive about it? Do you try and make a brand new start? 

Psalm 103 Verse 12 ‘As far as the east is from the west so far he has removed our transgressions from us.’ Transgressions is an old word that means to drift away from doing the right thing, today Christians often use the word sins to mean the same thing.  Think about your transgressions, when have you wandered away from the doing what you know is the right thing, how do you make up for this? How do you restore relationships with others? 
At Easter Christians remember Jesus death on the cross. We believe that Jesus did this to make up for or atone for our sins by dying on the cross. He did this so that we can make a brand new start. 
Community school 
We all make mistakes; we all do things that are wrong. Perhaps not on the scale of John Profumo but still we all have to deal with our mistakes and the mistakes of other people. How do you cope with your own failures? How do you cope with those of others? Do you judge other people? Or do you forgive? When you’ve gone wrong do you give up or try and justify yourself or do you try and do something positive about it? Do you try and make a brand new start? 

When have you wandered away from the doing what you know is the right thing, how do you make up for this? How do you restore relationships with others? 
At Easter Christians remember Jesus death on the cross. They believe that Jesus did this to make up for or atone for our sins by dying on the cross. He did this so that we can make a brand new start. 

Reflection/Prayer:
 Listen to the song ‘Brand new start’ Paul Weller as you do bring to mind something in your life where you have drifted away from doing what you know is the right thing to do. Think about ways in which you could Brand New Start. 
Taking the Theme a Step Further 

Smaller group act of worship: 
There is a well know Chinese proverb that says ‘Before you embark on a journey of revenge did two graves’ 
Mahatma Gandhi once said ‘An eye for eye only ends up making the whole world blind’. But there is perhaps another more creative way forward. 
The majority of the great ruined churches and cathedrals of England are the outcome of the violence of the dissolution in 1539.  The ruins of St Michael's are the consequence of violence in our own century.  On the night of 14 November 1940, the city of Coventry was devastated by bombs dropped by the Luftwaffe.  The Cathedral burned with the city, having been hit by several incendiary devices. 

	



The decision to rebuild the cathedral was taken the morning after its destruction.  Rebuilding would not be an act of defiance, but rather a sign of faith, trust and hope for the future of the world.  It was the vision of the Provost at the time, Dick Howard, which led the people of Coventry away from feelings of bitterness and hatred.  This has led to the cathedral's Ministry of Peace and Reconciliation, which has provided spiritual and practical support, in areas of conflict throughout the world. 

Shortly after the destruction, the cathedral stonemason, Jock Forbes, noticed that two of the charred medieval
roof timbers had fallen in the shape of a cross.  He set them up in the ruins where they were later placed on an altar of rubble with the moving words 'Father Forgive' inscribed on the Sanctuary wall.  Another cross was fashioned from three medieval nails by local priest, the Revd Arthur Wales.  The Cross of Nails has become the symbol of Coventry's international ministry of reconciliation.
SOURCE www.CoventryCathedral.org.uk
The Reconciliation Altar Coventry Cathedral.
Behind the cross, engraved on the wall and clearly visible, are the words:
"Father forgive" clearly recalling the words of Christ from the Cross:
"Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Luke 23
The next time someone does something to hurt you try to react in a more positive way. Here is another quote 

‘You cannot go ahead while you are getting even’. Dick Amery American Politician 
Classroom: 
Elton John wrote a song in the 1970’s called ‘Sorry seems to be the hardest word’. Often the most difficult thing about saying sorry is overcoming the embarrassment of having done something wrong, it’s seen as a weakness. Politicians certainly don’t take a lead in this. 

We have first of all to admit to ourselves that we are sorry for something. 

Here is an opportunity to take the first step in saying sorry.

An Act of saying sorry

Reflect for a minute or two on what you would want to say sorry for but are too embarrassed to admit. Write down what you need to say sorry for in ink on a piece of paper, fold the paper once

and then place in bowl of water.

The water will make your words run so no one will know what you put down but you have made that first step! 

You should feel better now! 

It might help to play the song Sorry seems to be the hardest word while doing this. 
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