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Week 5
Title: Bringing the best out of people: Kingdom Builders: 
Aim
“In this worship students will be offered the opportunity to learn about the life of Peter Beneson the founder of Amnesty International  
Will have the opportunity to reflect on what one person can achieve but just doing what is right.
Whole School Worship: 
Visual Focus For 


Resources: 
PowerPoint
 

Show the following Quote


‘All it takes for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing’ Edmund Burke

Show second slide: Many will recognise the Amnesty International

Symbol
Text: Story of Peter Beneson Founder of Amnesty International 1921-2005
Amnesty International began in 1961 with British lawyer Peter Beneson. He had read about two Portuguese students who were sentenced to seven years in prison for toasting to freedom. Beneson wondered how ordinary citizens could effectively convince the Portuguese government to release these victims of injustice. He started a one-year campaign. After the London Observer ran a full-page story announcing an "Appeal for Amnesty, 1961" enough people became interested to form Amnesty International as a continuing organization.

Today Amnesty International works in over 160 countries and has a membership of over 1,000,000. Each year Amnesty International sends out countless appeals on behalf of thousands of individuals whose human rights have been violated. It makes representations every year to the international government organizations where it has formal relations.

Church schools  
 The kingdom of God Parable of the Mustard seed.

 Mark 4 Verses 30-32

Look at the images of a Mustard Seed and a mustard tree and read parable ‘what shall we say of the kingdom of God is like? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet when planted it grows it becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade’.

When Jesus says the Kingdom of God he is trying to explain how Christians living the way God wants them to live will build a better world, a world that God wants to see. The point he is making her is that from something very small and seeming insignificant something can grow that becomes so vast that it makes a real difference. 

If you try to look up Mustard seed on the internet you won’t find out much about biology, instead you will get thousands of hits on Charities and small self help community projects. These words of Jesus have inspired 1000’s of people to set up coffee shops, drop in centres, furniture stores, respite care centres etc etc all of them doing some little thing that they can do to help others. All these small acts of kindness spread like mustard bushes across the desert.  Christians believe we are called to build the kingdom by planting those small seeds of kindness, by doing what we can do  

St Teresa of Availa

Christ has no body now but yours
No hands, no feet on earth but yours
Yours are the eyes through which He looks
compassion on this world
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Community school 
Look at the images of a Mustard Seed and a mustard tree 

From something very small and seeming insignificant something grows that becomes so vast that it provides shelter. 

If you try to look up Mustard seed on the internet you won’t find out much about biology, instead you will get thousands of hits on Charities and small self help community projects. These words of Jesus have inspired 1000’s of people to set up coffee shops, drop in centres, furniture stores, respite care centres etc etc all of them doing some little thing that they can do to help others. All these small acts of kindness spread like mustard bushes across the desert.

Challenge
There is a challenge in here for us all. We can all do something, it may seem only a small slight action but we never know how it may grow. 

Reflection/Prayer:
 Show the Montage of quotes about Peter Beneson. These are all taken form a memorial website page set up after his death as a tribute. Thousands of people from across the world wanted to pay tribute. You could accompany this with a suitable piece of music.
Taking the Theme a Step Further 

Smaller group act of worship:  

This year 2007 sees the 200 anniversary of the end of slavery. Or so we thought, these days slavery still continues. Visit the following website www.stopthetraffick.org click the link how to get involved, then number 4 ways to get involved and download the PowerPoint at number 11. Show this and reflect on what you can do even about crimes that seem far removed from you and you situation. 
Classroom: 
Look again at the website and at the 40 things you could do. Reflect on what you could do about this or any other issue you are concerned about
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