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Themes for Key Stage 1/Key Stage 2

Theme:
Advent

	Christian Concept: A time of preparation for the coming of the Lord Jesus

	Learning Intentions

To know that Advent is the period of time before Christmas when Christians prepare themselves for the coming of Jesus.

To know what happens in the Church at Advent, eg Advent ring and its significance.

To know that Christians talk about Jesus as "the light of world".

To help children reflect on their own preparations, fears of darkness etc.
	Content

Explore with children their own fears about the dark.

Explore the theme of light to "clear away darkness" - guiding light, etc.

Relate this to the shortening of hours of daylight at this time of the year and the need for light.

Explore feelings associated with watching a candle burn - "bright light".

Explore children's own preparations for Christmas - anticipation, expectation, etc.

Invite a Christian to visit to say how they use Advent as a time of preparation.

Listen to some readings from the lectionary about the promised coming of the Saviour.

Explore use of candles, calendars to mark the passing of time.

Invite an expectant Mum to talk about the preparation for a new baby.

Talk about Mary being told and getting ready for the birth of Jesus.

Listen to the story of St Nicholas.

Explore the festival of Christingle and its meaning.

	Evaluation

Can children explain the importance of light as a Christian symbol?

Do children know how Christians prepare for Christmas?
	Resources 

Personal stories about fear of darkness, being lost in the dark, etc

The owl who was afraid of the dark – Jill Tomlinson, 

Looking beyond “reflections in light”– Jill Fuller, Kevin Mayhew Ltd

Bible refs – Isaiah 92, John1

Music

Light up the fire – colours of day C&P (1) 55

We are marching The Children’s Hymn Book 218

Listen to ‘The Word’ by Amy Grant, ‘The Collection’

	Points of Reflection


Think about feelings associated with light.

Reflect on how you might help your family prepare for Christmas.


	Points of Action

Decide on something you can do to help at home.
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