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Themes for Key Stage 1/Key Stage 2

Theme:
Christmas

	Christian Concept: God became man, and lived the life of a human being.

	Learning Intentions

To know that Christmas is a very important Christian festival.

To know the story of Christmas.

To begin to appreciate and respond to the mystery of the Christian faith.

To enter imaginatively into the events of the Christmas story.

To recognise the importance of giving and receiving. 

To explore their own understanding of Christmas and their preparation for making this a special time for others.
	Content

Listen to some different accounts of the Christmas story.

Listen to some songs on the Christmas theme and explore their meaning.

Explore the theme of "journey" around the Christmas theme:

     shepherds

     Mary and Joseph

     their own journeys to visit relatives

To reflect on the fact that God used ordinary people and a little baby to bring his message of peace.



	Evaluation

Children will be able to say why Christmas is important for Christians (at increasing levels of meaning).

Know the story of Christmas.
	Resources 

Assemblies from the Gallery – Margaret Cooling, RMEP pages 13,14,15

Assemblies for Primary School Autumn Term – Margaret Cooling, RMEP

Mary, Martha and Jesus – Mary Joslin & Alison Wisenfeld Lion

Mary’s First Christmas – Walter Wangerin Jnr, Lion

The Singing Shepherd, Angela Elwell Hunt, Lion
Music

The Virgin Mary C&P (2) 121

Mary had a baby C&P (2) 123

Calypso Carol JP 214

Listen to songs from ‘While shepherds watched’ by Roger Jones

Learn songs from ‘The Grumpy Sheep’ by Caroline Hoile (KS1)
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Points of Reflection

Use images on interactive whiteborad and focus on outer space, the world, specific country - Bethlehem - stable

Play "I just called to say I love you" by Stevie Wonder (chorus) or “From a distance” by Cliff Richard
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Use images  and music to tell the story

  


	Points of Action

Think about ways of showing care and concern for others at Christmas

KS1 - within own communities, eg Old People’s Home, Trussel Trust

KS2 - in wider community, eg Crisis at Christmas
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