[image: image1.jpg]



Assistant to the Bishop of Sherborne
Robert Shuler
After a full career as an Army Officer, I left the services in December 2008. For a while I pursued one of my main interests, sailing, as an RYA Yachtmaster Instructor and Examiner, whilst as a side line I set up a picture framing business from home. To keep me really occupied I then became Treasurer for the Heytesbury Deanery and have recently been appointed as a Magistrate on the South West Wiltshire Bench, to sit in Salisbury. Then whilst idly reading the Blackmore Vale Magazine I saw an advert for the position of Assistant to the Bishop of Sherborne – the job description so closely fitted my experience and interests that I applied and am now in post.
Having grown up with very little spiritual or religious background my quest for faith started in 1974, whilst I was undergoing training as a pilot in the RAF, this led to my baptism in St Michael-le-Belfry in York later that year. Shortly after this I completed my flying training and subsequently left the air force. After a year in York I decided to join the Army. I owe much of my Christian development and growth to the Officers’ Christian Union who supported me through this strange military transition and whose fellowship I shared for many years. After attending Sandhurst, I became a Royal Engineer and have served in many parts of the world, most rewardingly commanding a Regiment in Sierra Leone, a position that enabled me to assist Mercy Ships in their outreach when they docked in Freetown for four months.
I settled in Wiltshire in 2000, ending over 30 years wandering and became actively engaged in our local church and community in the Deverills. To add to my joy I have recently become a grandfather, twice within 3 weeks.
Now working with Bishop Graham, I am finding the job exciting and demanding, as it presents a practical, intellectual and spiritual challenge – and I am really enjoying it.
