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GUIDELINES FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS

PRACTICAL TIPS

Photographing a news story or event:

If you are taking a photograph to accompany a news story or event, try to find an interesting angle.  “Action shots” always look much more interesting on the page than people standing in groups and smiling politely at the camera!  Is there anything your subject(s) could wear or use or hold to help illustrate the story?  

Background:

Always be aware of your background.  Are there people wandering about who are going to interfere with the shot?  Is there enough light?  Are there any unsightly signs or damaged paintwork behind your subject(s)?  

If in doubt, take your picture outside but make sure you are facing away from the sun and be careful of shadows on faces.

Group photographs:

If you are taking a group photograph, ensure you are close enough to the group for everybody’s faces to be clearly seen.  

If it is a large group, try to arrange people on steps or ask the front row to sit or kneel, rather than lining everyone up in a row and then struggling to fit them all into frame.  If necessary, ask them to turn to the side as this will allow them to stand closer together.

If you are focusing on an individual, it is better to take a close-up photograph rather than a full-length one from far away.   

Safety shots:

It is always a good idea to take two or three photographs each time.  The more you take, the more likely it is that you will end up with a decent image!  You will also find that people relax more after the first photograph has been taken and will therefore be smiling more naturally in your second or third image.  

PICTURE QUALITY

All images submitted for publication in The Sarum Link must be of a high resolution, suitable for printing purposes.  If you are using a digital camera, please ensure that you have selected the correct picture quality setting.  (If you are using a film camera, send us the negative or photograph to be scanned – see below)   

Please note that a poor quality or low-resolution image is likely to be deemed unsuitable for publication.

SUBMISSION

You can submit your image(s) in a number of different ways:

1. via e-mail as a jpeg (at least 250kb).  Please e-mail images as separate jpeg file attachments i.e.: do not submit images embedded in Word documents

2. on a floppy disk or CD

3. as a negative, slide or photograph to be scanned

Please ensure that you include the following information with your image(s):

1. your name, address and contact number (please indicate whether you would like the image(s) to be returned)

2. the name of the photographer

3. the full names (titles, Christian names, surnames) of all those pictured 

4. a brief description (approx 50 words) of the event/story to accompany your image(s) 

PAYMENT

The Sarum Link is a free newspaper working to a very tight budget.  We are therefore unable to offer payment for photographs published in the newspaper.  However, a small fee may be offered to professional freelance photographers from time to time.  Please contact the Editor if you wish to discuss payment.








