Dear All,
As some will be aware, there have been on-going discussions between the Salisbury Diosesan Board of Education (which is responsible for Chilmark School), Chilmark Parish Council and the School as to the future of the Claybush Playing Field - including the Claybush Playground. The Board is the trustee of the Field. It emerged early on that, contrary to the notice on the Field Gate and to popular belief, the Playing Field is not held on trust for the use of the Field by the children and the people of the village, but on trust for use by the School.
These discussions have resulted in an agreement that, first, the purpose for which the Playing Field is held on trust should be changed to that of public recreation for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish and visitors to the Parish. Second, the Field will be transferred to the Parish Council as the trustee in place of the Board. There will be a provision for the Council to give the School exclusive use of the Field for one day a week. So the intended outcome will be that the Council will become the trustee of the Field for the recreation of the Village.
The change to the purpose for which the Playing Field is held requires the consent of the Charity Commission. Before it consents, the Commission is requiring that a public notice be given in the terms which follow. Any comments or representations on the proposal should be made as set out in the notice. But feel free to put any queries to Sir Richard Packer as Chair of the Parish Council on sirrichardpacker@gmail.com, Carloine Marking as Chair of the School Governors on cmarking@chilmarkfonthillbishop.wilts.sch.uk, or Giles Pugh  at the Board on giles.pugh@salisbury.anglican.org.
Formal 28 day notice 
Charity Commission 
Charity: CHILMARK PLAYING FIELD CHARITY 
The Charity has requested that the Charity Commission provide authority to the change of purpose of the playing field for this charity. 
The amendment will change the current restrictions on the land not to be used for any purposes other than as a school playing field for games and recreation, to 
“The Trustees shall hold the land hereby conveyed as a public recreation ground for the benefit of the inhabitants of the parish of Chilmark and visitors to the parish of Chilmark including the pupils of the School established on the site given for that purpose by the Principal Deed BUT SO THAT the Trustees shall have full power to set aside the land hereby conveyed for one day per week for use by the pupils of the School and visitors to the School to the exclusion of the inhabitants of the parish of Chilmark and visitors to the parish of Chilmark” 
Comments or representations on these proposals can be made to directly to the charity (c/o giles.pugh@salisbury.anglican.org) and the Commission within one month from 25th August 2025 by completing the form on our website. Please quote C-163708-L0X7
